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Editorial 

Join  The  Club? 

There's  a tendency  in  the  TG  community  for  local 
crossdresser  groups  to  call  themselves  "clubs."  These 
"clubs"  are  all  usually  run  by  one  or  two  folks  who  want 
to  help  other  transgendered  people  to  get  out  of  the 
closet...  at  least  once  a month.  Members  of  the  clubs  en- 
joy having  a place  to  go,  and  stuff  to  do  while  dressed, 
but  often  their  only  participation  in  the  management  of 
the  group  is  to  pay  a yearly  dues,  and/or  a meeting  fee. 

In  this  regard,  crossdressing  clubs  are  a lot  like  the 
other  clubs  that  guys  start.  Railroad  clubs,  car  clubs, 
model  clubs...  all  are  usually  run  by  one  or  two  folks 
who  really  love  whatever  it  is  the  club  is  built  around 
and  want  to  get  together  with  others  who  enjoy  the  same 
thing.  Often  the  club  will  continue  to  chug  along  year 
after  year  with  only  the  one  or  two  active  members  tak- 
ing responsibility  for  planning  events,  running  meetings 
and  keeping  track  of  the  day  to  day  needs  of  the  group. 
Depending  on  how  active  the  group  is  and  how  much 
work  it  requires  to  keep  it  going,  the  active  members,  or 
member,  will  stay  with  the  job  for  years...  or  burnout  and 
quit.  When  they  quit  either  someone  else  who  is  suffi- 
ciently motivated  to  take  over  will  step  in,  or  the  club  goes 
belly  up  and  the  former  members  talk  fondly  of  the  good 
old  days  when  they  had  a club. 

In  the  case  of  crossdresser  clubs,  you  have  the  added 
factor  of  a certain  amount  of  anonymity  for  the  members. 

In  a car  club,  if  you  need  help  putting  an  event  together 
you  pick  up  the  phone  and  call  good  old  Dave  to  ask  him 
to  help.  In  a crossdresser's  group,  all  you  have  is  a femme 
name  and  maybe  a post  office  box.  Trying  to  contact  good 
old  Debby  can  be  more  trouble  than  it's  worth.  Also, 
crossdressers  are  not  always  the  most  reliable  people.  Let's 
say  you  have  contacted  Debby  and  she  has  agreed  to 
bring  dessert  for  the  next  meeting.  Then,  just  as  Debby  is 
preparing  to  walk  out  the  door  with  a big  bag  of  delicious 
cookies  her  neighbors  have  a party  getting  underway. 

Now  her  normally  cautious  stroll  to  the  car  is  complicated 
by  the  neighbor's  arriving  guests.  Chances  are  Debby  will 
stay  home,  and  eat  most  of  the  cookies.  That  leaves  you 
with  a group  of  CDs  who  don't  get  any  cookies. 

How  do  you  fix  this  problem?  It's  not  easy.  In  the  first 
place,  stop  thinking  with  a "club"  mind  set.  Start  think- 
ing of  your  group  as  a support  group.  A support  group 
does  more  than  just  provide  a place  to  wear  a dress.  It 
should  provide  information  about  gender  issues,  useful 
programs  on  feminine  skills  for  those  who  are  interested 
in  improving  their  presentation,  and  it  should  encourage 


it's  members  to  participate  in  the  management  of  the 
group.  When  I was  the  chapter  leader  of  Renaissance 
Greater  Philadelphia,  I made  it  a priority  to  meet  with 
my  board  every  month  and  take  stock  of  what  we  were 
doing.  Those  meetings  often  resulted  in  a synergy,  one 
person  would  suggest  something  which  would  spark  an 
idea  with  another  team  member  and  before  you  knew  it 
we  would  have  a great  new  program  or  event.  No  single 
person  was  burdened  with  all  the  responsibility,  it  was 
spread  around  among  the  local  board  members.  If  the 
outreach  person  couldn't  handle  a particular  task,  the 
leader  could,  or  one  of  the  other  board  members.  It's  a 
management  style  more  associated  with  guys  and  sports, 
but,  if  you  do  it  with  a feminine  edge,  teamwork  can  be 
an  effective  way  to  run  your  transgender  support  group. 

Another  priority  for  those  in  charge  of  a local  group  is 
to  find  volunteers.  Volunteers  exist  in  all  organizations. 
There  is  always  someone  who  will  offer  to  handle  this 
task  or  that,  if  you  ask  them.  And,  if  you  groom  them 
properly,  by  letting  them  see  how  the  group  is  run  and 
how  simple  it  can  be  if  folks  work  together,  you  will 
have  someone  that  you  can  ask  to  volunteer  for  a man- 
agement role  when  you  are  ready  to  step  down.  You  will 
very  seldom  get  a new  management  team  by  standing  in 
front  of  the  whole  group  and  saying,  "Does  anybody 
wanna  run  for  Chapter  Leader?"  That  will  get  you  a lot 
of  crossdressers  standing  around  looking  at  the  floor. 

Also,  a group  leader  has  to  be,  above  all,  a hostess. 
They  have  to  mingle  with  the  members,  introduce  new 
people  to  members  and  keep  people  involved.  If  attend- 
ing a meeting  isn't  fun  on  a social  level  then  there  won't 
be  any  interaction,  no  peer  support  and  no  progress. 
People  will  not  have  a reason  to  attend  and  the  club  will 
fade  away.  If  you  keep  each  meeting  fun  on  a social 
level,  it  makes  people  feel  like  a part  of  the  group  and  it 
allows  you  to  personally 
ask  members  to  help  in 
group  activities.  They  feel 
good  about  it,  the  group 
benefits  from  their  assis- 
tance and  you  will  see  a 
sense  of  liveliness  and 
interest  that  is  part  of 
being  a vital  support 
organization 
rather  than  be- 
ing a simple 
club. 
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ou  say . Especially 
"Geez,  y ou  must  be 
ause  y ou  dress''  Nope!! 


Profile!  Linda  K. 


LL:  What  is  your  first  memory 
that  you  had  an  interest  in  femi- 
ninity? 


Linda:  My  earliest  recol- 
lection of  dressing  was  very 
early,  perhaps  age  5 or  so. 

I distinctly  remember 
dressing  in  my  mom's 
nightgown  to  play  a joke 
on  my  older  brothers,  run- 
ning into  their  room  and  rag- 
ging them  to  "clean  up  your 
mess."  They  thought  it  was  cute. 

I dressed  on  and  off  through- 
out grade  school.  I can  recall 
borrowing  my  mom's  clothes 
and  squeezing  into  hershoes 
to  take  an  adventurous  walk 
around  the  block.  In  hind- 
sight, it  was  a terrible 
neighborhood  and  I prob- 
ably could  have  gotten 
hurt  if  I was  caught.  Oh,  the  things  we  do  for  our  'art'! 

As  I went  through  high  school,  I continued  to  borrow 
things,  but  eventually  branched  into  buying  my  own  as 
most  of  my  mom's  things  did  not  fit  me.  I am  certain  my 
mom  found  my  stash  several  times  but  was  always  quiet 
about  it.  My  dressing  was  probably  the  one  thing  that  kept 
me  from  going  off  the  deep  end.  I never  quite  fit  in,  always 
felt  I was  out  of  place.  I immersed  myself  in  theater  and 
acting  so  I could  be  someone  else.  Throughout  school  I 
would  wish  I had  some  girl's  outfit,  or  think  how  much 
better  I looked  than  some  other  girl.  I tried  dating  several 
times,  but  nothing  ever  worked  out,  I was  always  super 
uncomfortable  with  them,  wistfully  thinking  how  I would 
prefer  to  be  in  their  clothes.  My  one  serious  relationship 
ended  as  I entered  the  Navy  for  a 4-year  tour  (which  turned 
into  20  years!). 


LL:  What  made  you  decide  to  join  the  navy? 

Linda:  I thought  I could  do  the  butch  thing  and  throw 
away  the  skirts,  part  of  the  great  purge  we  all  seem  to  go 
through  (5  times  for  me). 

LL:  How  did  that  work  out? 

Linda:  I started  out  fine,  but  while  stationed  in  Puerto 


Rico  I made  friends  with  some  local  gays  and  they  got  me 
attending  drag  shows.  Needless  to  say,  I started  crossdress- 
ing again.  I really  enjoyed  the  wild  nights  in  the  old  city. 

After  I moved  back  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  I was  very 
involved  in  the  drag  shows  at  the  College  Cue  Club.  I look 
back  at  the  pictures  of  me  then  and  think,  "Gawd,  did  I 
really  dress  and  do  makeup  that  badly?"  I was  a profes- 
sional photographer  and  this  opened  a lot  of  doors  for  me 
with  the  drag  organizations  and  the  fashion  industry.  It  was 
a great  time  of  my  life. 


LL:  Then  you  met  your  wife  to  be.  Tell  us  about  that . 

Linda:  I met  my  wife  during  this  time  and  never  knew 
how  to  tell  her.  We  were  married  for  6 months  when  she 
found  a stash  of  pictures  of  me  in  a dress.  At  the  time  I had 
purged  and  was  even  sporting  a very  macho  full  beard!  To 
her  credit,  she  handled  it  very  well.  Even  asked  to  see  me 
dressed.  We  attended  a Joyce  Dewhurst  Pocono  Fantasy 
Weekend  shortly  after  the  revelation.  I credit  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  of  people  with  helping  to  ease  my  wife's 
mind  aboutthis,  Madame  X.  They  were  inseparable  at  most 
activities  and  talked  constantly.  This  really  helped  to  open 
my  wife's  mind  and  show  crossdressing  wasn't  so  bad. 

LL:  Sometimes  spousal  approval  is  the  catalyst  for  total 
indulgence  in  your  urge  to  dress.  Did  that  happen  to  you 
since  your  spouse  seemed  so  accepting? 


Linda:  I admit  freely  I went  off  the  deep  end  after  this, 
dressing  all  the  time.  Needless  to  say, 
this  was  quite  threatening  to 
her,  since  she  came  from 
a small  town  and  had 
never  dealt  with  this  be- 
fore. She  asked  me  to  back 
off,  and  of  course,  I went 
to  the  extreme 
again!  PURGE! 
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We  spent  a few  years  with  me  hiding  and  sneaking... 
Denial  City.  We  really  did  not  talk  about  it  again.  I was 
scared,  she  was  unaware  whatto  ask,  and  life  wenton  until 
I reti red  from  the  navy  after  20  years.  She  feared  th  i s was  the 
time  I would  go  wild,  no  longer  constrained  by  rules  and 
regulations.  Well,  to  a point,  she  was  right.  But  I could  also 
not  deny  my  inner  feelings  anymore.  I truly  enjoy  dressing 
and  over  the  years  it  has  developed  into  relaxation  for  me. 

LL:  So  for  most  of  your  marriage  you  were  in  the  closet, 
even  though  your  spouse  knew.  What  brought  you  out 
into  the  larger  TG  community  for  the  first  time? 

Linda:  My  first  big  outing  was  to  an  America  Online 
party  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  We  were  living  near  there.  Some 
very  good  friends  from  the  AOL  Pittsburgh  room  were 
extremely  supportive,  and  persuaded  me  to  go  to  this 
straight  party  en  femme.  I was  so  frightened!  But  it  turned 
out  wonderfully.  Everyone  was  so  sweet.  I went  back  the 
next  month  en  femme  as  well. 

One  of  the  GG's  online  was  telling  me  about  her 
experience  at  Glamour  Shots  and  mentioned  I should  go, 
too.  Of  course,  I was  not  too  sure  about  sitting  in  an  open 
mall  with  holiday  shoppers  watching  me  get  turned  into  a 
girl.  She  called,  found  out  they  would  take  me,  and  set  up 
an  appointment  for  me.  I went  and  I was  so  glad  I did.  The 
girls  working  there  were  so  sweet  and  supportive,  they 
made  me  feel  like  I was  the  most  beautiful  thing  in  the 
world.  I actually  had  three  different  girls  working  on  me  at 
various  times,  doing  makeup,  styling  wigs,  and  helping  me 
pick  outfits.  Some  of  the  pictures  in  this  article  are  from  that 
session.  I spent  a lot  of  money  on  the  pictures. 

I liked  it  so  much  I had  them  do  my  makeup  before  the 
next  AOL  party!  The  cover  photo  is  from  that  visit.  The 
manager  was  so  pleased  with  my  looks  she  did  a picture  of 
me  for  free!  (First  time  they  ever  did  a full-length  view  too, 
she  loved  the  heels  so  much!)  What  I liked  the  most  that 
time  was  I stopped  into  the  nail  shop  in  the  mall  in  drab  and 
asked  if  they  could  do  my  nails  for  the  photos.  The  girl  was 
so  nice  and  she  made  me  promise  to  bring  the  pictures  back 
for  her  to  see.  Well,  as  I was  getting  finished  for  the  pictures, 
she  walked  by  the  photo  place  and  did  not  even  recognize 
me  when  I waved  to  her.  The  look  of  realization  as  the 
elevator  door  closed  was  priceless!  I laughed  and  told  the 
makeupgirl  I betshewill  be  right  back  and  nottwo  minutes 
later  we  heard  her  running  up  the  stairs!  She  was  so  funny! 


Below:  At  the  Poconos,  Linda  & Amy  Davison 
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LL:  You  seem  to  have  had  good  experiences  with  the 
general  public,  in  terms  of  sales  people  at  least.  How  do 
you  think  acceptance  of  TG  people  is  going? 

Linda:  One  thing  I have  discovered  is,  there  are  a lot  of 
accepting  people  out  there.  While  shopping  for  shoes  one 
day,  I was  undecided  on  a pair  of  heels.  The  salesgirl  said, 
well,  do  you  want  to  try  them  on  before  you  buy  them?  I was 
shocked,  but  said,  "Yes,  I did!"  And  yes,  I bought  three 
pairs.  She  was  a smart  salesgirl.  Since  then  I have  had  many 
experiences  with  salespeople.  On  the  way  to  this  year's 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos  weekend,  I stopped  at  the  Harris- 
burg Mall  because  I needed  some  more  mascara.  I ex- 
plained to  the  Clinique  girl  it  was  for  me,  and  that  I was  a 
female  impersonator.  She  showed  me  a better  base,  blush, 
eye  shadow  and  lipstick  for  fall/winter,  and  I bought  it  all. 

I went  into  the  juniors  dress  department  and  no  custom- 
ers were  there.  I saw  a dreamy  white  dress  on  sale  (after 
Labor  Day,  of  course!)  and  quietly  explained  to  the  salesgirl 
again  that  I was  an  FI  and  would  she  mind  if  I tried  the  dress 
before  I bought  it.  I was  not  wild  or  flashy,  asked  politely, 
and  she  was  receptive.  I would  not  have  tried  if  it  was 
Christmas  sale  time,  but  it  was  dead  in  there.  Again,  I made 
her  week's  quota  for  commissions.  She  kept  bringing  me 
other  outfits  to  try  on. 

Atthe  same  mall,  I stopped  atanotherClinique  counter, 
looking  for  a certain  color.  The  makeup  artist  there  was  so 
cool.  She  told  me  to  sit,  she  had  never  done  a man  before, 
and  wanted  to  do  my  face!  She  spent  an  hour  doing  my  face 
really  nice  with  all  the  new  makeup!  Then  I had  to  escape 
the  mall  in  drab  with  an  enfemme  face!  I got  a few  stares. 

LL:  How  has  attending  the  Paradise  In  The  Pocono 
weekends  helped  you? 

Linda:  I have  attended  the  last  two  CDS  weekends  and 
made  a gazillion  new  friends.  My  favorite  experience, 
though,  was  last  year.  Sitting  on  the  front  porch  as  everyone 
was  arriving.  I saw  one  girl  come  out  and  sit  on  the  far  end 
of  the  porch  away  from  all  of  us.  She  looked  really 
frightened.  I called  her  over  and  made  her  sit  beside  me, 
and  slowly  eased  her  into  the  conversations.  She  was  so 
scared  she  was  shaking,  but  I held  her  hand  and  kept  her 
from  running.  She  slowly  started  relaxing  with  the  help  of 
the  other  girls  there.  That  night  at  dinner  she  sat  with  us  and 
thanked  me.  As  it  turns  out  she  was  sitting  there  deciding 
to  go  pack  her  bags  and  leave  when  I called  her  over.  She 
had  never  been  out  in  public  before  in  her  life.  She  was 
petrified!  She  ended  up  having  a wonderful  weekend  and 
was  not  in  a hurry  to  leave  on  Sunday! 


LL:  Are  you  currently  in  volved  with  any  support  groups  ? 

Linda:  I recently  moved  to  Washington,  DC  and  I am 
joining  TGEA.  I have  found  the  support  of  the  organizations 
such  as  TGEA,  Renaissance,  Ladies  First,  and  T ranspittto  be 
wonderful.  I know  when  I was  on  my  own  and  alone,  the 
stress  of  being  different  was  very  hard  to  deal  with.  Had  I 
known  I was  not  alone,  I am  certain  I would  have  had  a 
different  life.  The  Internet  and  chat  rooms  have  opened 
things  up  so  much  more  than  from  my  early  days  when  all 
we  had  were  personal  ads  in  sleazy  magazines. 

LL:  Do  you  have  any  advice  for  new  girls  who  are  just 
starting  to  dress? 

Linda:  I am  discovering  more  and  more  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  run  and  hide.  Enjoy  what  you  do.  Enjoy  who 
you  are.  And  by  all  means,  enjoy  life! 

(Ed.  Note:  You  can  contact  Linda  by  email  at 
<SilkMinSkt@aol.com>)  A 
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Head-To-Toe  Transformation  Specialists 


Over  5000  Square  Feet  of  Retail  Space! 

A SAFE , DISCRETE,  PRIVATE  and  CONFIDENTIAL  place  to  shop! 

Wigs  (Over  14  Companies  Represented) 
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Fleels  (Large  Selection  and  Sizes) 
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Maids  Uniforms  Adult  Magazines/Toys/Videos 

Pettie  Coats/Sissy  Pants  Excursions 

Lingerie/Hosiery /Undergarments  Make-overs 


Gloves/Boas 


Photography  Studio 


We  offer  two  convenient  ways  of  servicing  your  needs! 

Our  Retail  Store  - 333  N.  Broadway,  Denver  CO  80203,  (303)  733-7797,  Fax  (303)  733-7997 


Our  Web  Site  — http://www.studiolites.com.  E-mail  - WigGuys@aol.com 
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Instant  Cleavage! 

Yes,  create  cleavage  anytime  you  want  with  our  incredible  Diva 
cleavage  creator.  No  tape!  No  glue!  No  blisters!  This  garment  is  worn 
under  your  regular  bra  with  breast  forms  and  temporarily  transforms 
your  own  loose  breast  tissue  into  seemingly  real  feminine  breasts. 
Call  or  write  for  current  pricing. 

tNeed \JTips ? 

Our  Veronicas  are  designed  by  computer  to  create  a 
more  feminine  you.  Each  garment  is  custom-made  to 
your  measurements  to  give  you  perfect  feminine  hips 
The  Veronica  i is  for  swimsuits  and  very  short  skirts. 
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Well  Preserved  in  Alaska 

Well,  the  promised  photos  are  enclosed  for  Mirror/ 
Mirror,  if  you  think  the  quality  is  good  enough.  But  the 
main  reason  is  for  the  sisters  out  there  that  don't  think 
they  can  make  the  grade.  Now  I am  seventy  years  old  and 
was  over  1 80  lbs.  a little  over  a year  ago.  I’m  still  seventy 
years  old,  but  1 58  lbs  and  will  be  1 50  before  too  long, 
and  just  feel  great. 


If  you  wish  to  use  these  in  LL  just  list  me  as  Andrea 
Roslind  the  Alaskan  Artifact.  I passed  my  two  copies  of 
LadyLike  on  to  my  two  lady  friends,  Cathy  & Carol,  and 
to  say  the  least  they  are  impressed.  Keep  up  the  good 
work  and  lets  see  more  of  those  very  pretty  sisters. 

P.S.  Enclosing  payment  for  renewal  of  LL  for  the 
coming  year,  don't  want  to  miss  copy  you  know. 

Andrea  Diana  Roslind,  AK 

Angela  replies:  A pretty  good  looking  artifact,  girl. 
Good  luck  with  your  weight  lose  plan.  All  that  Midnight 
Sun  must  be  good  for  your  skin.  You  look  great. 

Wants  A Transgender  Car  Club 

Thank  you  for  publishing  my  previous  letter,  lady- 
Like,  as  always  is  awesome ! I had  to  "brag  a bit! " At  our 
group  meeting  I received  a VERY  NICE  compliment  from 
a "school  teacher."  WOW! 

As  I view  Ladylike  as  the  "National  Geographic"  of 
the  "T"  community  and  wanting  to  return  and  give  to  this 
wonderful  group,  I was  wondering  what  "we"  as  "T"  girls 
can  contribute  to  the  success  and  growth  of  "our" 
publication  and  community.  While  other  publications 
have  become  more  graphic  to  appeal  to  increased  circula- 
tion LadyLike  has  stood  firm  on  their  standards,  and  I think 


many  "sisters"  appreciate  this  commitment!  So  beyond 
our  pictures  and  ads,  what  can  we  as  "amateurs" 
contribute  to  the  continuing  and  stronger  success  of  this 
publication  ?- 

PS:  In  view  of  some  of  the  photos  in  the  last  issue, 
how  about  a LadyLike  Corvette  Club?  (Andrea  73,  Lori 
'ZR-1,  JoAnn  '67)  or  perhaps  just  a "T"  girl  Car  Club? 
Let's  combine  our  gender  and  auto  enjoyments  for  a new 
approach  to  coming  out  and  educating  our  world ! 

Andrea  Anne  Dehn 

4525  - 164th  St.  S.  W.  # K 101 

Lynnwood,  WA.  98037 

Angela  replies:  How  can  everyone  contribute?  Work 
on  those  poses,  girls.  Send  us  better  pictures  every  month 
and  we  can  'thelp  but  get  better.  Pretty  smiles  and  natural 
poses  are  what  make  our  readers  the  best. 

Reply  Was  A Long  Time  Coming 

Your  letter  to  me  dated  July  1 6, 1 998  advising  that 
my  subscription  had  expired  with  this  issue  came  TODAY  I 
That  is  over  ONE  MONTH  since  you  sent  it.  But  at  least  it 
arrived ! Anyway,  here  is  my  $32  for  the  nextfour  issues. 

I do  not  want  to  miss  any  future  issues.  I am  only  sorry  that 
I was  not  able  to  obtain  all  the  earliest  issues,  but  I think 
I have  all  after  #1 2,  and  a few  before.  The  editorial  in  #3 
was  one  of  the  best. 

I do  not  expect  this  to  be  published,  but  I do  have  one 
inquiry:  How  did  "The  Problem"  end?  I missed  not 
knowing,  but  I recognize  why  the  series  was  dropped,  and 
concur  in  that  reasoning,  for  the  quality  of  the  magazine 
has  definitely  improved  substantially.  But  that  has  still  left 
me  wondering  the  "last  chapter ! " Perhaps  you  can  Xerox 
off  the  last  chapters  and  send  them  separately,  or  maybe, 
even  give  a synopsis  in  an  upcoming  issue,  for  those  with 
the  inquiring  mind? 


Another  thought:  Chris,  the  lady  over  6'2"  hasn't 
given  much  thought  to  the  fact  that  many  of  today's  GG 
women  stand  6 1 or  more.  I am  over  that  mark  these  past 
50  years  or  so,  still  weigh  over  200,  and  used  to  worry 
the  same  way,  but  today,  I can  go  almost  anywhere, 
anytime.  The  difference  was  JoAnn  Roberts,  and  taking 
the  time  to  build  up  my  "confidence  in  my  competence." 
I devoured  nearly  every  catalog  that  specialized  in  women's 
and/or  tall  sizes,  (not  just  Lane  Bryant),  and  bought  "off 
the  rack,"  so  to  speak.  And  yes,  I made  some  mistakes, 
but  I learned.  I worked  with  people  who  knew  both  my 
sides,  and  listened  intently  to  their  suggestions  and 
recommendations,  avoiding  the  mistakes  they  pointed 
out.  Today,  my  competence  gives  me  no  pause.  Sure  it 
took  20  years  or  so  to  this  point,  but  at  68, 1 have  been 
able  to  hold  my  head  up  high  for  at  least  the  last  1 5.  (and 
counting!)  So  Chris  shouldn't  worry  if  she  gives  it  her 
best.  I have  no  recent  pictures,  so  none  are  enclosed. 

I don't  get  out  into  the  world  as  much  now  as  I would 
like,  being  still  in  the  closet,  but  the  thoughts  I have 
expressed  above  do  come  from  a lot  of  experience,  and 
I hope  that  they  will  give  some  courage  to  the  younger 
ones.  I can  only  repeat  how  thankful  I live  now,  because 
the  freedom  of  choice  in  gender  is  now  so  easy  to  express. 

I only  regret  that  it  came  later  in  my  life,  and  not  when  I 
had  that  sylph-like  figure  that  younger,  less  matronly 
women  have  and  just  take  for  granted!  Also,  thanks  for 
JoAnn  and  her  leadership. 

Lois  E.  Fisher,  P.  0.  Box  3781 

Eureka,  CA  95502-3781 

Recovering  From  Fire 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  words  and  understanding 
with  regards  to  the  fire  which  destroyed  all  of  my  clothes, 
accessories,  photographs,  and  literature  (including  a 
complete  library  of  LadyLike  magazine) . It  was  incredibly 
devastating  to  have  my  whole  alter-ego  wiped  out  with  a 
fiery  finish.  But  thanks  to  you,  and  others  in  the  commu- 
nity, I'm  slowly  re-establishing  my  feminine  self. 

Let  me  tell  you  again,  how  much  I appreciate  Lady- 
Like magazine.  I eagerly  await  each  issue,  and  devour 
each  one...  cover  to  cover.  It's  a magazine  of  class, 
humor,  and  interest. 

Should  you  choose  to  publish  this  letter,  I would  offer 
an  apology  to  many  sisters  who  wrote  to  me  after  my 
address  was  published  with  my  photos  in  recent  issues  of 
LadyLike.  Many  letters,  which  I fully  intended  to  answer, 
were  destroyed  in  the  fire,  and  I don't  have  addresses  of 

continued  on  page  13 
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Letters... 

the  senders.  I have  never  intended  to  snub  anyone,  and 
I hope  that  those  to  whom  I didn't  respond  will  under- 
stand. Meanwhile,  I have  picked  up  the  pieces  of  my 
"life,"  and  have  enclosed  a few  photos  of  the  "new"  Jeri. 
It's  fun  to  be  back  in  feminine  finery  again!  I have  also 
enclosed  a photo  for  the  "Hot  Babes  and  Hot  Rods" 


section  of  issue  #35.  The  shot  was  taken  in  South  Beach 
(Miami  Beach),  Florida  in  April.  This  photo  is  one  of  the 
very  few  that  didn't  get  destroyed.  The  roll  was  actually 
atthe  photo  shop  being  developed  when  the  fire  occurred. 

Thanks  again  for  your  many  contributions  to  our 
community.  I appreciate  your  efforts  in  our  behalf. 

Warm  regards,  Jeri  Jones 

P.S.  If  you  ever  run  across  any  of  the  old  issues  of 
LadyLike,  I would  appreciate  your  keeping  me  in  mind. 

Jeri  Jones,  P.0.  Box  9215 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84109 

JoAnn  replies:  If  anyone  has  Issues  of  LadyLike  they 
don't  want  to  keep,  consider  sending  them  to  Jeri. 

Bunny  Hits  The  Jackpot 

I recently  befriended  through  the  mail,  a lovely  CD 
who  happens  to  write  your  TV  video  reviews  — Laurie 
Ann.  She  urged  me  to  send  some  photos  to  your  wonder- 


ful magazine,  convincing  me  that  perhaps  they  will  help 
sell  many  more  copies ! So,  here  they  are.  Thank  you  very 
much  if  you  do  decide  I am  worthy  to  appear  in  your 
popular  publication. 


Last  Halloween  I went  to  a straight  bar  that  caters  to 
a rowdy  Mexican  crowd,  dressed  as  a Playboy  Bunny.  I did 
not  plan  to  participate,  figuring  I would  have  a difficult 
time  passing,  in  such  a revealing  costume.  Well,  I got 
whistled  at  all  the  way  through  the  parking  lot.  Once 
inside,  I sat  with  some  women  that  I have  befriended. 

The  costume  contest  began  and  everyone  around  me 
insisted  that  I participate.  I hesitated,  not  having  experi- 
ence under  the  spotlight.  A man  approached  me  and  with 
his  arm  signaled  me  to  take  his  arm  so  he  could  escort  me 
to  the  dance  floor.  What  could  I do?  Amid  catcalls,  and 
whistles,  I joined  eight  others  who  were  already  in  line. 
The  DJ  had  us  dance  one  at  a time  for  the  raucous  crowd. 

I've  never  done  a show  before  and  I was  very 
nervous.  The  other  contestants  were  all  very  well  made  up 
and  here  I was,  a man,  trying  to  pass  myself  off  as  a 
Playboy  Bunny  in  a straight  bar.  As  I waited  my  turn,  I 
could  feel  someone  tugging  at  my  cotton  tail.  I would  turn 
around  and  all  the  men  would  point  at  each  other.  My  turn 


came  up,  and  I had  to  dance  to  whatever  the  DJ  played. 
He  picked  a Mexican  song  that  translates  to  "move  your 
little  tail."  Unbelievably,  the  crowd  loved  my  perfor- 
mance! The  winner  was  to  be  selected  by  audience 
applause.  I could  hear  the  crowd  cheering  for  "The 
Playboy  Bunny!"  And  you  know  what?  I won  the 
contest...  a keg  of  beer  for  me  to  enjoy  with  all  my  new 
rowdy  friends! 

Ms.  'Foxy'  Roxy , 521  Merriman  Drive 

El  Paso,  TX  79912 

Angela  replies:  As  everyone  can  see  from  your  photo 
I think  your  audience  may  have  not  had  a clue  that  you 
were  a male  bunny.  Don't  drink  all  that  beer  or  you'll 
never  fit  into  your  Bunny  suit  again.  And  wasn't  I just 
talking  about  a big,  beautiful  smile  ? /Ms.  Boxy  is  a perfect 
example  of  how  effective  a smile  can  be.  Look  for  more 
pictures  of  her  in  the  Mirror-Mirror  sections  of  this  issue. 

Wonders  What  Happened 

A check  for  $32  is  enclosed  to  renew  my  subscription 
to  LadyLike.  LadyLike  has  been  practically  everything  I 
could  possibly  want  in  a magazine  for  crossdressers: 
classy,  intelligent,  and  utterly  lacking  in  the  pornographic 
nonsense  so  typical  of  some  other  magazines.  But  what- 
ever happened  to  the  Girl  Talk  column?  I miss  it. 

I am  sending  along  some  recent  photos  of  myself, 
and  would  be  so  thrilled  to  see  them  in  the  pages  of  your 
fine  magazine. 

Now  some  personal  info.  I had  been  crossdressing 
most  of  my  adult  life,  but  up  until  the  last  few  years  had 
been  isolated  from  the  TG  community.  This  past  summer 
I attended  my  first  transgender  convention  (the  Be  All  in 
Pittsburgh)  and  fervently  hope  to  make  it  to  Paradise  in 
the  Poconos  next  year. 

Many  thanks  for  such  a beautiful  and  well-produced 
magazine! 

Love,  Susan  Ray  FWD3266 

JoAnn  replies:  When  I stopped  getting  questions  to 
answer  I stopped  writing  Girl  folk.  We  added  more  Letters 
pages  in  its  place.  If  the  questions  start  coming  in  again, 
we'll  consider  putting  Girl  folk  back  in. 
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Letters... 

Has  A Great  Partner 

Hello,  my  name  is  Tamara  and  I have  enclosed  some 
pictures  of  myself.  I hope  you  find  them  worthy  of  your 
publication,  as  I would  love  to  be  part  of  it.  I will  include 
some  information  about  myself  although  I am  not  quite 


sure  what  you  would  need.  So  here  it  goes. 

I am  a Midwestern  heterosexual  crossdresser  in  her 
mid-thirties,  I am  6'2"  and  about  1 7 Olbs.  I wear  a size  ten 
shoe  and  a size  1 1 or  1 2 skirt  and  a 1 4 in  a slim  cut  dress. 
I feel  fortunate  to  have  a job  where  it  is  not  important  to 
have  short  hair,  yes  that's  my  real  hair  and  I love  it. 

I have  just  recently  taken  dressing  up  to  a higher  level, 
although  I have  been  dressing  enfemme  for  as  long  as  I 
can  remember  (must  be  that  upbringing  I had  in  a house 
full  of  women) . Due  to  my  height,  I do  tend  to  stand  out 
(even  though  there  are  genetic  woman  as  tall),  so  my 
outings  are  few  as  much  as  I would  love  to  change  that. 
But  courage  comes  in  small  doses.  There  is  a large  club  in 
town  here  which  caters  to  all  lifestyles  and  I am  thankful 
for  this  refuge.  They  have  a wonderful  female  imperson- 
ator show  which  runs  weekly.  Here  I can  feel  comfortable 
with  myself,  although  I occasionally  have  to  politely 
dismiss  the  men  who  come  on  to  me  as  that  is  not  part  of 
my  lifestyle.  But  it  is  nice  to  be  noticed,  I will  give  you  that. 

I,  like  many  of  the  girls,  love  to  shop  and  I go  a little 
crazy  at  Halloween  time.  My  favorite  thing  on  the  day  I 
plan  to  go  out  is  to  go  to  the  salon  and  having  my  hair  and 
makeup  done.  It  truly  enhances  the  whole  experience. 
Maybe  next  year  I will  even  get  a manicure  and  pedicure 
with  color!  Halloween  week  can  be  wonderful  especially 
if  it  falls  midweek.  We  then  get  a couple  of  days  to 
express  ourselves  as  many  clubs  have  parties  on  Hallow- 
een night  as  well  as  on  the  close  weekend.  Halloween  is 
also  a perfect  excuse  to  accept  the  salesgirls'  help  with 
outfits  and  actually  try  things  on  in  the  store.  What  a joy. 
I'm  sure  we  wish  Halloween  came  around  more  often! 

I have  found  mail-order  catalogs  a perfect  way  to 
shop,  along  with  the  Internet.  I have  found  the  retailers  in 
the  TGForum  mall  to  be  very  helpful  and  patient.  They  are 
wonderful.  I went  a little  crazy  at  LoLa,  Inc.  That  is  where 


I discovered  silicone  breast  forms.  The  forms  are  terrific 
when  applied  with  the  medical  grade  adhesive  and  truly 
bring  out  the  femininity  inside  as  they  feel  real  and  move 
with  you.  I truly  recommend  LoLa  for  any  of  your  needs. 

I have  also  discovered  the  wonderful  world  of  corsets 
for  a truly  feminine  look  along  with  a padded  panty  and 
breastforms.  You  won't  believe  your  eyes.  I didn't! 

I love  to  wear  all  sorts  of  outfits  from  the  demure  to 
the  sassy.  Although  when  I do  go  out,  I tend  to  stick  to 
sexy,  but  not  too  opulent  outfits,  as  heels  and  tight  things 
tend  to  draw  in  more  attention.  I do  love  to  show  off  my 
legs,  though.  Nothing  like  a short  skirt  and  heels  to  give 
you  that  perfect  feeling. 

I feel  so  fortunate  in  having  found  a woman  who  not 
only  accepts  me  as  I am,  but  also  supports  me  and  helps 
me  with  my  feminine  look.  After  meeting  her,  all  the  guilt 
seemed  to  go  away,  as  I am  sure  so  many  of  us  have 
experienced.  There  are  so  many  of  us  who  feel  as  I once 
did.  The  cycles  of  dressing  and  then  clearing  the  closet  and 
then  starting  all  over  again.  Believe  me  that  can  get 
expensive!  She  is  wonderful  and  I thank  God  that  I met 
her.  It  really  helps  because  she  has  questions  and  I can 
answer  her  honestly.  I have  questions  and,  although  she 
might  giggle,  she  is  sincere.  We  all  have  questions  we 
would  love  to  have  answered  by  a genetic  woman. 
Getting  my  secret  out  right  away  I think  is  what  was  so 
important.  The  longer  you  wait  the  harder  it  will  be  and  the 
bigger  chance  of  rejection,  and,  boom ! , the  guilt  starts  all 
over  again.  I am  looking  forward  to  attending  one  of  the 
conventions  with  her  at  my  side.  I can  think  of  nothing 
more  exciting  than  spending  days  enfemme  without 
putting  on  a single  article  of  men's  clothing. 

Although  I would  die  if  someone  I knew  who  was 
unaware  of  my  secret  saw  this,  but  then  why  would  they 
be  reading  this  if  they  were  not  like  me.  It  does  seem  to 
be  getting  easier  for  us  as  Hollywood  is  helping  with  some 
recent  films. 

I love  my  masculine  side  and  do  not  dream  of  sexual 
reassignment,  since  you  have  to  admit  we  get  to  do  some 
pretty  cool  things  as  men.  But  I feel  that  we  are  incom- 
plete without  our  feminine  side.  I feel  it  mokes  me  a better 
more  understanding  person.  I truly  embrace  and  love 
women  but  feel  that  they  shouldn't  have  all  the  fun. 

Thank  you, 

Tamara,  somewhere  in  the  mid-West. 

Loved  All-Out  Experience 

Hi,  Thank  you  for  publishing  such  a wonderful 
magazine.  It  gives  all  of  us  hope  that  we  can  look  our  best. 

I have  been  crossdressing  for  many  years  starting  in 
childhood,  wearing  my  mother's  clothes.  I have  accumu- 
lated quite  a large  wardrobe  over  the  years.  I am  36  and 
married  to  a somewhat  understanding  woman. 

Last  October  I decided  to  go  all  out  and  experience 
some  new  things.  I purchased  a new  wig  at  a salon  after 
the  sales  clerk  tried  many  different  styles  on  me.  I bought 


new  clothes  ot  a dress  shop  after  trying  them  on.  I went 
to  a salon  and  had  my  body  waxed.  Finally,  I had  acrylic 
nail  extensions  applied  and  painted  at  a salon.  Through- 
out all  of  these  experiences  everyone  was  most  helpful 
and  understanding.  Of  course  I used  the  excuse  that  I was 
attending  a Halloween  party,  which  I was. 

After  I had  the  nails  applied  I had  an  appointment  for 
a glamour  photography  session  at  a studio  owned  by  a 
"sister"  crossdresser.  He  did  my  makeup  and  I modeled 
three  different  outfits  for  the  camera.  The  entire  session 
lasted  about  six  hours.  It  was  a glorious  feeling. 

The  next  day  I went  to  Merle  Norman  and  had  them 
do  my  makeup.  The  sales  girl  was  very  nice.  She  told  me 
that  she  practices  by  applying  makeup  on  her  boy  friend  I 
That  night  I attended  a Halloween  party.  I attracted  a lot 
of  attention  and  one  guy  even  bought  me  a rose  before 
he  realized  that  I wasn't  a real  girl. 

I am  very  busy  and  don't  get  to  dress  very  often  so 
Halloween  is  my  big  time  of  the  year.  I can't  wait  until 
next  October! 

Love,  Molly 

Angelo  replies:  Looking  as  great  as  you  do,  if  I were 
you,  I'd  work  on  getting  out  more  than  once  a year.  Have 
you  thought  about  finding  a local  support  group  with 
monthly  meetings  ? That  would  give  you  a chance  to  show 
yourself  off  more  often,  even  if  you  didn't  get  to  every 
meeting.  There  are  only  so  many  years  in  any  life  and  if 
you  think  about  it  that  way,  how  many  more  times  will 
you  crossdress?  Hopefully  many  times,  but  at  once  a year 
that  may  only  be  4 0-50  times.  Try  to  get  out  more  often, 
doll.  Sometimes  a girl's  gotta  do  what  a girl's  gotta  do. 
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Satin  Knickers  for  “girls”  in  NYC 


Satin  Knickers  continues  to  bring  the  ultimate  trans-experience.  Whether  you  want  to  be 
the  virginal  bride  of  your  dreams  or  the  street  walker  of  the  night,  or  anything  in  between, 
we  continue  to  provide  our  ladies  everything  from  quality  transformations  to  exquisite 


shopping  extravaganzas. 


After 


All  aspects  of  feminization  covered 

Couples  welcome! 

Fully  equipped  studio  for  our  more 
reluctant  boys  who  need  to  be  “girls” 

For  more  information  call 
212-741-2331 


Before  and  After  of  the  infamous 
Mz  Barbie  Satin 


“I  don’t  step 
out  of  the  house 
until  I slip  into 
a Jim  Bridges’ dress! 

- Linda  Lewis 

VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  at  www.tgfmall.com/Bridges/ 

America’s  Foremost 
Transformation  Make-up  Artist 

presents  his  NEW  line  of  Dresses, 
designed  for  the  MALE  body! 

Featuring:  Make-up,  Breast  Forms, 

Corsets,  Shoes,  Boots, 

Gloves  and  Purses. 


A complete  transformation  package  for  every  Crossdresser! 

Send  for  your  FREE  Jim  Bridges  Catalogue  When  you're  in  the  Los  Angeles  area... 

P.O.  Box  471 5,  North  Hollywood,  CA  91617-071 5 please  stop  by  for  a makeover  or  private  lesson, 

phone  1-818-755-9327  (mail  order)  We're  at  12457  Ventura  Boulevard,  Studio  City,  CA 

fax  1 -818-755-7942  phone:  1 -818-761  -6650  (store) 
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The  Elizabeth  Club:  An  Oasis  for 
Japanese  Crossdressers 
by  Shinobu  Nishikigi 
& Laurie  Ann 

On  almost  any  afternoon  in  a build- 
ing situated  in  the  heart  of  Tokyo's 
electronic  marketplace,  one  can  find 
men,  young  and  old  alike,  changing 
into  feminine  attire.  Today,  Sunday, 
eight  men  in  various  stages  of  femi- 
nine dress  are  sitting  in  front  of  mir- 
rors. Six  are  having  their  faces  made 
up  by  trained  beauticians.  Two  others 
are  doing  their  own  makeup. 

In  a very  short  time  they  will  all 
become  beautiful  women.  The  trans- 
formation is  incredible.  The  eight  men, 
now  very  glamourous  "women,"  walk 
into  the  lounge  where  several  other 
attractive  "women"  are  chatting.  As 
the  newcomers  enter,  the  conversa- 
tion stops.  All  eyes  are  on  those  enter- 
ingthe  room.  Smilesand  compliments 
abound  for  their  attractiveness,  femi- 
ninity and  fashionable  outfits. 

The  place  where  all  this  is  happen- 
ing is  The  Elizabeth  Club,  located  in 
Kameido,  the  traditional  shopping, 
entertainment  and  residential  district 
of  Tokyo.  The  club,  housed  in  a two 
story  building,  has  a plain  entrance. 
On  the  first  floor  is  a clothing  and 
accessory  shop,  and  a locker  room. 
The  second  floor  holds  a large  chang- 
ing/dressing room,  makeup  room, 
photo  studio,  and  conversation  lounge. 

The  Elizabeth  Club  is  the  brain- 
child of  Minoru  Tanaka,  a former  To- 
kyo salesman.  In  1 977,  Tanaka  learned 
from  his  wife,  who  managed  a lingerie 
store,  that  there  was  a fairly  large  male 
clientele  who  enjoyed  wearing  linge- 
rie. He  knew  these  men  were  cross- 
dressers and  they  were  looking  for  a 
store  where  they  could  discreetly  pur- 
chase female  attire  from  a sympa- 


thetic sales  staff.  So  Tanaka  opened  a 
store.  It  was  an  instant  success. 

His  customers  suggested  that  the 
store  provide  a place  for  dressing. 
Taking  their  advice,  a space  was  pro- 
vided in  the  store  where  his  cross- 
dressing customers  could  dress  and 
socialize.  The  E I i zabeth  C I u b was  born. 

Tanaka  and  his  wife  advertised  the 
club  in  amusement  papers,  magazines, 
and  late  night  television.  Numerous 
television  programs,  magazines  and 
papers  began  to  feature  stories  about 
the  club  and  its  large  membership. 
Currently,  it  is  estimated  there  are 
between  400  and  500  members  who 
visit  the  Elizabeth  Club  monthly. 

In  recentyears,  Tanaka  and  his  wife 
have  opened  additional  stores  in  Osaka 
and  Nagoya.  These  two  new  stores  in 
addition  to  the  three  in  Tokyo  offer  the 
same  wide  variety  of  products  for  trans- 
forming one's  self  into  a lovely  female. 

The  stores  offer  lingerie,  clothing, 
wigs,  shoes,  cosmetics,  breast  forms, 
padding  and  accessories  to  achieve 
the  perfect  feminine  illusion.  Outfits 
can  be  purchased  or  rented.  The  out- 
fits vary  from  sexy  showgirl  styles, 
stunning  gowns  and  street  wear  to 
high  school  girl's  uniforms.  All  fash- 
ion tastes  are  available. 

In  addition  to  clothing  and  acces- 
sories, customers  can  purchase  a wide 
variety  of  magazines  and  videos,  most 
of  which  feature  crossdressing  themes, 
the  company  also  publishes  a cross- 
dressing magazine,  Queen.  This  pub- 
lication is  full  of  helpful  information 
about  becoming  a female.  It  features 
reader's  letters  and  contact  listings. 

The  Elizabeth  Club's  purpose  is  to 
provide  a safe  and  secure  place  for 
crossdressers  to  dress  and  socialize. 
No  alcohol  is  allowed  and  sexual  liai- 


sons are  prohibited.  The  club  provides 
many  special  activities  including  par- 
ties for  special  occasions,  visiting  art 
museums,  cruises  on  Tokyo  Bay,  and 
trips  to  places  of  interest.  These  activi- 
ties provide  Elizabeth  Club  members 
a chance  to  enjoy  being  a "girl."  Since 
safety  is  a primary  concern  when  mem- 
bers go  out  in  public  a veteran  staff 
member  accompanies  them. 

There  are  currently  over  600  mem- 
bers and  the  club  continues  to  grow. 
They  come  from  not  only  Tokyo,  but 
from  cities  and  towns  all  over  Japan. 
Member's  occupations  vary,  from 
highly  educated  professionals  to  la- 
borers. Thereare  physicians,  business- 
men, teachers,  programmers,  truck 
drivers,  construction  workers  and  col- 
lege students.  Members  ages  range 
from  twenties  to  sixties.  Regardless  of 
their  age  and  occupation,  all  share  a 
common  love  for  wearing  female  cloth- 
ing and  being  part  time  women. 

To  join  the  Elizabeth  Club  one  has 
to  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  ¥15,500 
(US$120).  Each  time  a member  goes 
to  the  club  to  dress  he  has  to  obtain  an 
admission  ticket  which  costs  ¥8,500, 
(US$67).  This  includes  rental  items 
such  as  wigs,  dresses,  shoes,  etcetera. 
One  may  rent  a locker  to  store  one's 
clothing  for  ¥2000  or  (US$1 6).  There 
are  other  services  provided  for  a fee. 
They  include  hair,  makeup,  and  fash- 
ion consultations  as  well  as  a profes- 
sional photographer  and  photo  studio 
where  one  can  obtain  the  perfect  pic- 
ture of  their  girl  self. 

Recently  theclub  produced  a video. 
It  was  a traditional  Japanese  tragic  folk 
tale  entitled,  "Namidiaro  No  Yume," 
or  "The  Dream  in  The  Color  of  Tears." 
It  starred  members  of  The  Elizabeth 
Club.  Not  only  can  you  turn  into  a girl 
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at  the  club,  sometimes  a "girl"  can 
become  an  actress. 

The  Elizabeth  Club  is  open  every- 
day, except  for  New  Years  Day,  from 
noon  until  10:30  pm.  This  schedule 
allows  members  to  use  the  club  at 
convenient  times  in  their  often  very 
busy  work  schedules.  Many  members 
will  drop  by  the  club  on  their  way 
home  from  work  i n order  to  escape  the 
pressures  and  frustrations  of  the  job. 

Member's  tastes  in  dressing  are 
varied.  Some  enjoy  wearing  high 
school  girl's  uniforms.  Others  enjoy 
traditional  Japanese  clothing,  or  con- 
temporary western  styles.  One  mem- 
ber loves  to  wear  a gorgeous  traditional 
Japanese  wedding  gown.  A business 
executive  adores  wearing  a sexy  Chi- 
nese sheath  dress  with  a slit  up  to  his 
thigh.  Another  member,  in  love  with 
Audrey  Hepburn  in  My  Fair  Lady, 
ordered  a custom  gown  copied  from 
the  one  Hepburn  wore  in  the  film.  It 
cost  her  ¥350,000  (US$2,700).  She 
says,  "It  was  worth  it.  I was  in  seventh 
heaven  the  moment  I put  it  on." 

Wearing  makeup,  wigs,  and  lovely, 
stylish  clothing  they  chat  gaily  with 
other  members  and  staff  at  the  club's 
conversation  lounge.  They  frequently 
enjoy  the  image  they  observe  in  the 
various  mirrors  around  the  room.  For 
a short  time  they  can  liberate  them- 
selves from  the  male  role  and  become 
lovely  women.  Some  of  the  unmarried 
members  say  to  themselves,  "I  have 
found  no  prettier  girl  than  myself.  She 
is  gentle,  kind  and  attractive.  I may 
live  single  forever." 

A twenty  two  year  old  college  stu- 
dent named  Yuki  says,  "The  Elizabeth 
Club  has  helped  me  turn  myself  in  a 
woman . I want  to  become  a hostess  i n 
a gay  bar.  My  dream  is  to  have  an 


▲ Another  Ladylike  Exclusive 
Report.  This  is  the  entrance  to 
Japan’s  Famous  Elizabeth  Club. 


▲ The  ground  Floor  oF  the  building  is 
a retail  shop  with  clothes, 
magazines,  wigs,  etc. 


▲ Another  view  oF  the  First  Floor 
with  clothes,  etc. 


operation  and  become  even  more 
feminine." 

Kiri ko,  a 38  year  old  businessman 
states,  "The  Elizabeth  Club  is  my  oa- 
sis. Being  a girl  here  gives  me  a feeling 
of  release  from  all  kindsof  obligations. 
I'm  free  from  job  pressure,  peer  pres- 
sure, and  social  pressure." 

Yuko  is  in  his  late  20s.  He  is  very 
pretty  and  made  this  comment,  "I  come 
here  every  Sunday.  I want  to  look  like 
the  perfect  college  girl." 

These  enthusiastic  comments  re- 
veal why  the  members  feel  The  Eliza- 
beth Club  is  such  a wonderful  place 
forcrossdressers,  especially  beginners. 
But  there  are  some  who  become  dis- 
satisfied with  the  club's  strict  rules. 
They  move  on  to  other  sites  that  offer 
more  excitement.  Some  ex-members 
are  hired  to  work  in  gay  bars  in 
Shinjuku,  aTokyo  amusement  center. 

The  majority  of  members  consider 
the  Elizabeth  Club  to  be  a unique  and 
special  place  to  indulge  in  their  pas- 
sion to  dress.  Sayuri,  a 56  year  old  real 
estate  executive  sums  up  the  feel  ing  of 
so  many  of  the  members,  "It  was  a 
lonely  life  before  The  Elizabeth  Club 
opened.  Here  we  can  relax." 

Shinobu  Nishikigi  is  a life  long  CD 
and  a member  of  The  Elizabeth  Club. 
She  is  an  actress  and  model  in  Tokyo. 

Laurie  Ann  is  a life  long  CD  and 
writes  TVideo  reviews  in  LadyLike. 

The  next  two  pages  are  filled  with 
color  photos  of  the  "girls"  of  the  Eliza- 
beth Club.  We  hope  you  enjoyed  this 
peek  into  another  culture. 
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y Hepburn  costume  mentioned  in  the  article 
It’s  from  "My  Fair  Lady.” 


A A club  member  has  her  photo  taken  by  a club 
photographer  in  the  photo  studio. 


A A member  gets  ready  in  the 
make-up  room  on  the  second 
Floor. 


A Two  club  members  in  the  club  lounge.  That’s 


Shinobu  on  the  left 


Three  club  members  relaxing  in  the  lounge.  ► 
Shinobu  is  in  the  middle 
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▲ The  conversation  room  at  the 
club.  Two  of  the  three  women 
(gg’s)  sitting  on  the  soFa  are  club 
beauticians. 


From  L.  to  R.:  These  are  all  photo 
oF  Shinobu.  Above  is  traditional 
Japenese  women  s clothing.  At 
right  in  more  western  garb. 


tar  ANNOUNCING  -®a 

The  First  Annual 

T J\w><ca  Transgender  Conference 

A TRANS-MILLENNIUM  EVENT 

May  13-15,  1999 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

Brought  to  you  by  transgendered  activists,  caregivers,  support  group  founders  and  those  experienced  in  transgender 
conventions,  the  1999  TB4NS  4**>«'m,  A TRANS-MILLENNIUM  EVENT,  in  "The  Queen  City,"  Charlotte,  NC, 

in  the  supportive  Sheraton  Airport  Plaza  Hotel. 

Scheduled  presenters  currently  include:  Max  Anderson;  Anne  Bolin,  Ph.D.;  Mary  Boenke;  Holly  Boswell;  Jim  Bridges; 
Dallas  Denny,  M.S.W.;  Divinity;  Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D.;  Linda  & Vanessa  Kaye;  Sheila  Kirk,  MD;  Terri  O'Connell;  JoAnn  Rob- 
erts, Ph.D.;  Sharon  Stewart;  Rev.  Erin  Swensen,  Ph.D.;  Dr.  Delia  Van  Maris;  and  many  more... 

Activities  will  include:  shopping  trips;  dinner  at  an  audience-participation  mystery  theatre  and  on  the  Catawba  Queen 
River  Boat  on  beautiful  Lake  Norman;  a pre-convention  trip  to  America's  largest  home,  the  250-room  Biltmore  Estate;  a 
talent  show  with  special  guests;  a banquet;  and,  many  evenings  of  Queen  City  nightlife... 

Additionally,  TransAm  will  feature  numerous  "Gender  Vendors."  The  Registration  Fee  for  all  three  days  is  reasonable, 
starting  as  low  as  $ 185  which  includes  five  meals.  The  sooner  you  register,  the  lower  the  cost.  Special  rates  available  for 
couples.  One  and  two-day  rates  also  available. 

For  more  information,  registration  form,  etc.,  please  call  (704)  531  -9988  (Monday  -Friday,  9:00am  - 6:00pm  Eastern  Time), 
or  visit  our  web  site  at  http://www.q-notes.com/transamerica.htm. 
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◄ Vicky  Smith,  PO  Box  1756, 
Stow  OH  44224 


Jackie  Balaance,  PO  Box  470042 
Cleveland  OH  44147 
jackiebala®aol.com  ▼ 
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The  most  frequent  praise  we  get  here  at  LadyLike  Magazine  is,  "Your  girls  are  the  best!"  And,  the 

to ?"  So,  we've  responded  to  what  our  readers  want.  If  you  include  your  mailing  name  and  mailing  address  on  the  back  of  your  photo,  we 

will  print  your  address  with  your  photo  in  the  magazine  so  people  can  write  to  you  directly.  If  you  want  us  to  forward  mail  for  you  and  you  are 
a subscriber,  include  $1 0 and  we'll  assign  you  a number  and  forward  any  mail  for  you  for  one  year. 


If  you  want  to  write  to  someone  whose  picture  appears  in  the  magazine,  look  for  an  address  and  write  directly.  Or,  look  for  a forwarding 
number  l ike  FWD9999  with  the  photo.  If  there's  an  FWD  number,  write  your  letter,  put  it  in  a #9  envelope  and  in  pencil  w rite  the  FWD  number 
on  the  front.  For  each  letter  to  be  forwarded,  put  your  letter,  the  #9  envelope,  correct  postage  in  stamps  and  $2  in  another  envelope  (#10  or 
larger)  and  mail  it  all  to  us  here  at  LadyLike  Magazine,  c/o  PO  Box  61 263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  1 9406-1 263. 
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A JoAnn  Worth,  PO  Box 
1776.  Tempe  AZ  85250 


A Joy  Kamei,  5710  E 7th 
St  N?201,  Long  Beach, 
CA  90803 


A Carlotta,  PO  Box  222 
GlenFord  NY  12433 


m Morgan,  PO  Box  16523,  ► 
Rochester,  NY  14616 


Rachael  Star,  c/o  J.G.  1165  N 
Milw.  Apt  2012,  Chicago  IL 
60622  T 


Linda  B..  1202  N 75th  St,  Box 
204,  Downers  Grove  IL  60516 
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Tamara  Velarde,  1610  8th  St 
Anacortes  WA  98221  ▼ 


Breeze  Berqan,  PO  Box 
10322.  Lahaina  HI  96761  T 


▲ Dee  Sinclair, 
PO  Box  550384, 
Davie  FL  33355 


Valerie  jones,  PO  Box  17, 
Arroyo  Grande,  CA  93241  ▼ 
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£7he  fFoi'ni  Jjbecta/tsf 

Create  a new  you  for  the  new  year! 

Our  two  most  popular  wigs, 

Tiara  and  Radiance,  are  now 
available  at  a reduced  price 
of  $60  each  (regularly  $95  - 
$100).  Choose  from  blonde, 
brunette,  red,  or  black. 

(Limited  quantities  available,  offer  good 
while  supplies  last.) 

Radiance  - W1306 

Tiara  - W1 307 

Send  $5  (US)  for  our  catalog! 

Make  Checks  payable  to: 
Lola,  Inc. 

1551  Valley  Forge  Rd. 

Suite  #227 
Lansdale,  PA  19446 
phone:  800-FOR-LOLA 
phone  in  PA:  215-855-5441 
fax:  215-855-4872 

Visit  Our  Online  Store  at  http://www.lolainc.com/ 

VISA/Mastercard  accepted-.  For  fastest  order  processing  please  pay  by  US 
Postal  Service  Money  Order.  Personal  checks  require  10  days  for  processing. 


GENTEEL 

PRODUCTS  INC. 


Fov  FU€  -p£vulv\lv\£  you. 

Designer  Quality 
Cosmetics  & Skin  Care 

All  of  our  professional  products  come  in  discreet 
packaging  with  easy-to-follow  instructions. 

Write,  call  or  fax  for 
a FREE  Brochure 

P.o.  Box  81 1972 
Boca  Raton  FL.  33481-1972 

Tel:  (561)995-0140 
Fax:  (561)241-1138 
Email:  genteel@adelphia.net 

Easy  to  apply  Visit  our  W&bsite  at 

Easy  to  use  www.genteelusa.com 
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Transgender  Beauty  Image  Specialists 

We  offer  complete  transformation 
serviced  in  a relaxed  heme  setting 

• Full  Wardrobe 

• Makeup  Lessens 

• Shopping  Services 

• Portrait  Photography 
• Personalized  Videotaping 

• Lessens  in  Femininity 

Whether  you  are  a long 
time  dresser  or  just  a 
beginner,  we  offer  the 
confidentiality  and 
support  that  helps  to 
make  your 

transformation  a truly 
memorable  experience. 

Call  for  appointment  (718)  748-3524 

visit  http://members.aol.com/womanstouc/index.htm 


The  Renaissance 
Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc. 

presents 

The  Transgender 
Community  News 

The  best  in-print  source  of 
news  about  the  transgender 
community  and  what's 
going  on  that  affects  it. 

Only  $36  a year  for  12  monthly 
issues.  Send  cash,  check  or  money 
order  to 

Renaissance,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd,  Suite  719,  Wayne  PA  19087 

Or  sign  up  online  at 
<www.ren.org> 


Introducing  the  New  Clothing  Line  From 
Affordable  Fantasies  & Illusions  !! 


Have  you  ever  encountered  the  following  problems  when  trying  to  buy  clothing  for  yourself : 

• The  sleeves  are  too  short  * The  garment  is  too  tight  across  the  shoulders  • The  neckline  is  too  short  • The  waistline  is  too  high  on 

your  body  (too  short)  « The  whole  skirt  or  dress  is  too  short  on  yon  « Dresses  with  really  wide  hips  

FINALLY  YOUR  PROBLEMS  ARE  SOLVED!!  W e have  created  the  FIRST  AND  ONLY  clothing  line  in  the  country  especially  made  to  fit 
crossdressers  perfectly  (Slimmer  hips,  Longer  arms,  Wider  shoulders,  higher  necklines,  and  longer  garment  lengths).  You  will  be  pleasantly  surprised  when 
you  receive  your  garment  because  it  will  fit  you  well.  We  are  leaving  a two  inch  hem  in  the  sleeves  and  the  hemlines  so  our  tall  customers  can  let  the  hem  down 
These  are  some  of  our  initial  pieces,  ahere  will  be  more  pieces  very  soon  ! Order  our  catalog  to  see  our  full  clothing  line  and  full  line  of  products  (catalog  cost 
only  $5.00).  All  clothing  is  availabale  from  chest  sizes  (36”  - 50”)  and  waist  (26”  - 44”)  unless  noted.WHEN  ORDERING  - SUPPLY  YOUR  CHEST  AND  WAIST 


Sexy  Zipper  Skirt 
with  Blouse: 


Blouse  Both  the  BLS01 
and  BLS02  are  shown  left 
matched  with  the  zipper 
skirt.  Both  are  high  neck/ 
long  sleeve.  BLS02  is 
made  of  smooth  white 
rayon  (Price  $54.95). 
BLS01  is  made  of  Flow- 
ing Gold  Lame  (Price 
$47.95)(over  43 
chest  $52.95) 

Skirt  ( Style 


ihort  Skirt  and 
Gold  Lame 
Blouse 


Blouse  ( Style 
BLS01)  High  neck/ 
long  sleeve.  Made  of 
soft, sensuous , 
flowing  gold  lame. 
Very  soft  and  silky. 
Price  $47.95 
(over  43  chest  price 
is  $ 52.95) 
Skirt  (Style 
SK01 ) Cute 
short  skirt, 
passable 
length,  elastic 
waistband  for 
comfort.  Color: 
Blk  Price 
$27.50 
(over  37  waist 
price  is  $ 29.95) 


KK02)  Sexy  zipper 
skirt.  Made  in  shiny, 
smooth  lycra  with  a 
black  zipper  that 
runs  the  length  of 
the  skirt.  It  arrives 
with  6 detachable 
garters.  Color:  Blk. 
Available  waist 
sizes:  26  - 38. 


Style  DR02  - 

Evening  Dress 
with  Front  Lace 
Insert  & Lace 
Sleeves 


Surround  yourself  in 
soft,  luscious  lace. 
Elegant,  sensuous, 
chic  style.  Poly/ 
cotton  knit. 

Color:  Black 

Price:  67.95  (over 
43  chest  & 37  waist, 
price  is  $ 73.95) 

Wig  ■ Pictured  left  is 
W1 8 shown  in 
Medium  Brown.  Also 
avail  in  dark  brown, 
golden  blonde  & light 
blonde,  deep  auburn. 
Price  $65.95 


Feminine  Blouse  and 
Short  Swing  Skirt 


MEASUREMENTS  + YOUR  HEIGHT  AND  WEIGHT  AND  WE  WILL  PICK  THE  CORRECT  SIZE  GARMENT  FOR  YOU  !! 


Check  out  this  classy, 
sexy  versatile  style !! 

It’s  two  in  one:  sporty 
or  dressy.  Dress  it  up 
with  jewelry  for 
special  events.  Made 
in  a great  passable 
length.  Smooth  poly/ 
cotton  knit  material. 
Color:  Black 
Price:  only 
$63.95  (over  43 
chest  & 37  waist, 
price  is  $ 69.50) 

Shoe  - Pictured  with 
our  4 inch  heel  (Style 
SG01).  You  can  use  this 
heel  with  all  of  our  outfits 
Black  leather  or  patent 
(or  Red  Patent).  Sizes  1 0 
- 1 4W.  Price  $54.25 


Price  only 
$41.45 


Skirt  (Style  #3250)  Cute 
Short  Sring  skirt  made  in  smooth 
crepe  material.  Elastic  Waistband 
Colors:  Blk,  Red. 

Waist  Sizes:  28-44 
Price  $32.95 
Blouse  (Style  #2507) 

Look  forward  to  spring  in  the  extra 
feminine  short  sleeve  blouse  with 
lace  accents  on  the  sleeves  and 
the  yoke.  Price  $38.95 


Breastforms  on  Sale  !! 

100%  pure  silicone  breastforms.  Very  soft  and 
bouncy.  Very  Realistic.  Come  with  built-in,  raised 
nipple  and  special  matte  finish  to  make  them 
more  realistic  (as  shown  above).  Available  in 
Tear  Shape  (BFCLT)  or  the  butterfly  shape 
(which  has  more  projection)  (BFCLB).  Please 
specify  your  chest  size  when  ordering.  Avail, 
in  cup  sizes  B,  C,  D and  DD. 

Price  for  a set  $289.95. 

Price  with  adhesive  and  Remover  so  you  can 
wear  them  braless  all  day  or  night !! 
Only  $299.95 


Order  Here  or  at  our  Website:  http://www.crossdress.net 
We  will  need  your  chest  measurement  without  padding 
Style  # Color  Size  Price 


Shipping  costs:  $35  -$100  add 
$100  $298  add  $10.00. 

Over  $299  add  $13.00 

$7.00.  Shipping 

LL#36 1 Total 

If  paying  by  Mail  use  Postal  Money  Order  for  Fastest  Delivery. 
Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to  BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS. 

Visa/MC/Disc  # 

Exp  Date 

Name 

Address 


City State Zip 

Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 
215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 


▲ Ali,  807  Fairfax  park. 
5278  Southwestern  Blvd. 
Hamburg  NY  14075 


A Dawn,  2440  Prov.  Rd. 
Northbridge  MA  01534 


4 D.  MacCauley,  P0  Box  665 
Little  Rock  AR  72203 


Melissa  Foster  (I.)  & Marlayna  Lacie 
SoCal  ▼ 


▲ Michelle  Lee  0.)  & Caressa 
Michaels  (r.)  at  Paradise  In  The 
Poconos  (Frann  Morgan,  photo) 
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Gloria  V.  & JoAnn  Roberts 

Jamie  N.,  P0  Box  5972,  Glen 

SE  Pa.  ▼ 
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An  Brief  Interview 
With  Christine  Hochberg 

(This  interview  took  place  by  phone  during  the  Be  All 
in  June  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  this  pastsummer.  For  those  who 
have  not  meet  Christine,  her  appearance  can  he  some- 
what offputting  and  extreme.  But,  she  shows  up  at  nearly 
every  t-event  ready  to  work  and  pitch  in.  Christine  has  her 
supporters  and  her  detractors.  We  thought  it  would  be 
interesting  to  have  a chat  with  her.) 

LL:  So,  why  do  you  dress  that  way? 

CH:  Well,  It's  comfortable.  It's  fun.  It's  part  of  the 
lifestyle  of  California.  Freedom  of  expression  means  I can 
be  as  I want  to  be.  I just  take  the  grief  and  have  a lot  of 
fun.  An  important  part  of  my  life  is  just  being  different. 

LL:  But  some  people  think  it’s  provocative. 

CH:  Provocative?  That's  interesting. 

LL:  I mean,  you  could  dress  down. 

CH:  Without  question. 


LL:  But  you  like  to  attract  attention. 

CH:  Quite.  I'm  an  outgoing  person  and  I'm  not 
intimidated  by  anyone.  I find  dressing  with  excitement 
brings  the  best  out  of  me.  I've  always  been  this  way.  I'm 
the  outgoing  type. 

LL:  What’syourgoalthen.  Whydoyoudothis? 
Why  do  you  go  to  all  the  events  you  can  possibly 
get  too?  (Ed.  note:  in  1998  Christine  missed  2 tg 
events:  Texas  T and  the  Paradise  in  the  Poconos). 

CH:  To  help  others  and  make  then  feel  comfortable, 
make  sure  they  know  they're  not  alone  in  society.  Hear 
about  the  social  right  to  exist  and  the  acceptance  of 
oneself  in  terms  of  them  being  who  they  are  and  not 
challenged.  They  can  talk  to  someone  very  comfortably 
and  laugh  and  giggle  and  cry  if  they  want  to.  More 
importantly,  just  make  people  feel  right  at  home. 

Being  raised  in  the  environment  I was  raised  in,  in 
Southern  California,  ond  being  an  only  child,  my  parents 
were  always  giving  to  others  and  always  opening  their 
home  to  others.  So,  good,  bad  or  indifferent,  that's  how 
I extend  myself,  to  play  hostess,  or  extend  a comfort  zone 
for  someone. 

LL:  So  you’re  like  a “national  hostess?” 

CH:  Yeah,  someone  they  can  be  around  and  can  talk 
to.  And  attracting  attention  by  being  outgoing  and  dress- 
ing outrageously. 

LL:  Don ’t  you  think  sometimes  that  the  outra- 
geous clothes  attract  the  wrong  kind  of  attention  ? 

CH:  Absolutely,  I won't  deny  that. 

LL:  But  you  won’t  change? 

CH:  I won't  change.  I've  always  been  comfortable 


with  it.  I don't  think  it's  that  outrageous.  The  bright  colors 
are  synonymous  with  California.  Like  today,  I'm  wearing 
fuschia,  plum  and  black.  It's  not  that  [bad], 

LL:  So,  you  go  around  the  country  to  as  many 
events  as  you  can,  right?  You’ve  been  to  quite  a 
number  in  the  last  few  years. 

CH:  Exactly.  This  is  my  fifth  event  so  far  in  1 998  and 
it's  only  June. 

LL:  In  the  last  two  years,  what’s  the  best  event 
you’ve  been  to? 

CH:  The  International  Congress  on  Sex  and  Gender. 

LL:  You’re  just  saying  that  cause  I’m  inter- 
viewing you.  (JoAnn  managed  that  event.) 

CH:  No,  I'm  not  saying  that  because  it's  you.  It  is 
probably  the  best  event  on  the  circuit  because  it  has  so 
much  to  say.  The  professional  are  behind  us.  They  support 
us  and  they  want  to  learn  from  us. 

LL:  What  do  you  thinkotherevents  could  do  to 
match  the  Congress? 

CH:  Number  J,  education.  Number  two:  outreach, 
going  one  on  one  with  people,  the  leadership  should  not 
be  so  distant.  At  some  of  the  conferences  the  same  old 
subject  matter  is  covered  and  that  kinda  gets  boring  and 
old.  Keep  people  occupied  but  you  do  not  need  to  stay  in 
the  hotel  all  day. 

LL:  You  think  these  event  producers  should 
get  the  attendees  outside  more  mixing  with  real 
people? 

CH:  Mix  them  with  people,  exactly.  I know  I go  out 


Be  The  Woman 
Of  Your  Dreams! 

Ron’s  Rhinestones 


Glamorous  Rhinestone  Jewelry  For  Your  Exciting  New  Style. 
Visit  our  website  • http://www.ronsrhinestones.com 


Standard  and  Plus  Sizes.  Genuine  Austrian  Crystals. 

Call  US  Toll  Free  1 -800-299-21 85  — Int’l  # 001  -21 22536299 


Earrings  • Necklaces  • Chokers  • Bracelets  • Flair  Ornaments  • Tiaras  • Pins  • Belts  • Anklets 
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a lot  dressed  and  I have  never  been  ridiculed...  well,  recently.  I go  public.  I don't 
care. 

LL:  You  went  to  Canada  to  the  IFGE  Convention  in  Toronto.  Was  that 
great? 

CH:  Yes,  what  an  incredible  event!  To  me  it  was  very  diverse,  very  unique  and  there 
were  no  hassles.  And  to  be  noticed  by  my  peers,  saying  thank  you  for  working  with  us, 
was  really  great.  It  was  people  from  all  over  the  world.  It  was  very  emotional. 

LL:  Did  you  get  out  in  Toronto? 

CH:  Sure  did.  I went  to  Chinatown,  the  CN  tower,  the  Hockey  Hall  of  Fame. 

LL:  Did  you  just  visit  the  CN  Tower  or  did  you  have  lunch  there. 

CH:  I had  lunch  there  one  day.  There's  so  much  to  see.  In  California  we  don't  have 
thing  like  that.  (Ed.  note:  The  CN  Tower  is  1 81 5 feet  tall.) 

LL:  So,  where  do  you  go  next? 

CH:  I anticipate  on  attending  the  3rd  International  Congress  on  Sex  & Gender  in 
Oxford,  England.  And,  hopefully,  to  Southern  Comfort  in  Atlanta.  If  not,  maybe  I'll  see 
you  in  the  Poconos  and  just  relax  because,  as  you  know,  they  put  me  to  work  here.  I 
have  no  doubt  Dr.  Whittle  will  put  me  to  work  and  the  3rd  Congress  and  I'll  work  at 
Southern  Comfort.  (Ed.  Note:  Truth  is,  Christine  volunteers  for  all  this  work.) 

LL:  Do  you  speak  another  language  besides  Southern  California? 

CH:  Yes,  I speak  Yiddish. 

LL:  That's  good.  If  they  have  any  Yiddish  transgendered  people,  then 
you  can  translate.  Seriously,  can  you  speak  another  language? 

CH:  Yes,  Spanish. 


LL:  Well,  there’s  a good  chance  there  will  be  Hispanic  people  at  the  Oxford 
congress,  so  maybe  you’ll  get  chance  to  translate  and  that  would  be  exciting.  You 
know,  besides  Stephen  (Whittle),  you  will  be  one  of  the  very  few  who  have  been  to 
all  three  Congresses. 

CH:  I want  to  keep  this  going.  The  professionals  really  love  talking  to  me:  they  seem  to  pick 
my  brain  because  I break  all  the  rules. 

LL:  Have  you  ever  been  banned  from  an  event? 

CH:  Yeah,  I was  banned  from  a Fall  Harvest  once  because  I was  wearing  something  too 
tight  and  too  short.  I think  the  "heartland"  is  too  conservative,  you  know,  the  Bible  Belt.  And, 
at  Fall  Harvest  #2 1 was  chosen  "Miss  Congeniality." 

LL:  What  else  are  you  involved  in? 

CH:  I'm  very  deeply  involved  with  the  Imperial  Court  system  here  in  Southern  California. 
That's  a very  important  part  of  my  life,  helping  to  raise  money.  I carry  a lifetime  title  in  the 
Imperial  Court,  I'm  a Crown  Princess  for  Life.  That's  not  a "bought"  title;  it's  one  you  earn  for 
your  work.  That  came  right  from  the  founder  Jose  [Saria] . 

LL:  Wow!  I’m  impressed  and  I’m  not  pulling  your  leg.  I really  am  impressed. 

CH:  I also  won  the  highest  award  Tri-Ess  gives  out  five  years  ago  from  Jane  Ellen  [Fairfax] . 
I didn't  know  that  was  coming  and  that  was  a thrill.  I'll  remember  that  as  long  as  I live.  My  name 
got  announced  in  front  of  several  hundred  people  and  my  best  friend  is  poking  me  in  the  ribs 
saying,  "They're  talking  about  you."  I said,  "No  way ! " And,  before  I know  it  I have  a plaque 
with  my  name  on  it. 

I'm  lucky  that  I have  a job  in  the  airline  business  that  allows  me  to  go  to  all  these  events 
and  as  long  as  I have  my  health  I'm  not  going  to  stop  going.  I will  work  80  to  1 00  hours  extra 
so  I can  go  to  these  events. 

LL:  And  on  that  note  we  will  conclude  this  interview.  Thanks  for  your  time  and 
I will  see  you  next  September  at  Southern  Comfort.  m 
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Part-Time  Lady... 

Full  Time  Queen 


Part  2 of  the  interview  with  Minette. 

There  is  something  eternal  about  Minette,  the 
child  performer  in  vaudeville  who  wasn't  happy 
until  she  was  a professional  female  impersonator. 
She  starred  in  underground  drag  films  by  Ava-Graph 
Studio  and  was  the  subject  of  a biography,  Recollec- 
tions of  a Part-Time  Lady.  When  we  met  her  she 
hadn't  performed  in  20  years.  In  the  last  issue  of 
LadyLike  we  followed  Minette's  career  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Providence  through  bars,  clubs,  show- 
rooms and  carnival  midways.  This  installment  is  all 
New  York  tales  and  the  names  in  it  are  more  familiar 
to  LadyLike  readers. 

After  moving  to  New  York  Minette's  circle  grew 
to  include  some  of  Manhattan's  more  influential 
gender  interpreters.  Of  course,  she  continued  to 
work  with  professional  impersonators,  like  Harvey 
Lee  and  Pudgy  Roberts.  But  being  in  New  York  in  the 
1960's  brought  her  to  the  cutting  edge  of  avant- 
garde  gender  expression  and  film  working  with 
Andy  Warhol  "superstars"  like  Jackie  Curtis,  and  in 
films  by  jack  Smith  and  Avery  Willard.  Jack  Smith 
was  the  producer/director  of  Flaming  Creatures 
(1963),  a magnificent  celluloid  transvestite  party, 
staring  Minette's  friend  Mario  Montez.  When  Flam- 
ing Creatures  was  revived  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
Pacific  Film  Archive,  j.  Hoberman,  preeminent  film 
critic  for  the  Village  Voice,  flew  to  town  to  pay 
homage  by  introducing  this  masterpiece  of  camp. 

The  greatest  surprise  in  our  interview  was  Minette's 
close  relationship  with  Charles  Ludlam  and  Ethyl 
Eichelberger,  goddesses  of  queer  theater.  After  Ethyl's 
death  in  August,  1990,  New  York  Times  theater 
critic  Mel  Gussow  proclaimed,  "His  impact  on 
experimental  theater  was  indisputable...  As  an  actor 
and  playwright,  he  diminished  sexual  barriers  and 
punctured  pretension.  Above  all,  he  always  retained 
his  sense  of  the  ridiculous."  This  latter  statement, 
besides  being  true,  is  a not-so  veiled  reference  to  the 
Ridiculous  Theatrical  Company,  where  Ethyl  was  a 
performer  and  Charles  Ludlam  one  of  the  founders. 
In  the  introduction  to  Ludlam's  collected  plays 
Steven  Samuels  writes  that,  "Not  since  Moliere  have 
we  been  blessed  with  such  a playwright,  and  it  may 


be  several  centuries  more  before  we  see  his  like 
again. "The  Ridiculous  was  reestablished  a few  years 
ago  by  Everett  Quinton,  Ludlam's  long-time  lover 
and  co-star.  The  Ridiculous'  current  production  of 
Ludlam's  The  Mystery  of  Irma  Vep  is  sold  out  for 
months  in  advance. 

To  us  Minette  is  legendary.  And  what  becomes  a 
legend  most?  Being  with  other  legends.  Minette  has 
an  eternal  quality,  illustrated  by  an  incident  years 
after  she  stopped  performing:  "One  time  a boy 
comes  up  to  me  and  says,  'Weren't  you  Minette?' 
And  I said,  'I  still  am.'" 

Ms  Bob:  Tell  me  about  the  biography , Recollec- 
tions of  a Part-Time  Lady.  When  was  it  published? 

Minette:  They  had  the  publication  party  the  20th 
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of  May  '7 9 at  Ridiculous  Theatrical  Company  at  Number 
One  Sheridan  Square.  Charles  Ludlam  and  Ethyl 
Eichelberger  were  fabulous  people.  They  changed  my  life, 
especially  Ludlam.  Oh  my  goodness,  Queen  Ethyl,  I went 
to  her  funeral  (at)  St.  John  the  Divine.  Someone  else  you 
should  talk  to  is  Agosto  Machado.  Agosto  Machado  worked 
in  a lot  of  shows  with  the  late  Queen  Ethyl  and  worked  with 
Jackie  Curtis  and  Jack  Smith.  I worked  with  Jack  Smith. 

B:  Were  you  in  any  of  his  movies ? 

M:  Yes,  The  Borrowed  Tambourine.  I didn't  work  with 
him  too  much  because  he  tried  to  murder  me!  He  tried  to 
strangle  me  to  death.  The  thing  that  saved  my  life  was  that 
he  grabbed  a piece  of  knitwear.  Now  knitwear  gives;  it 
stretches;  that's  what  saved  me  from  being  murdered.  So 
afterwards  I said,  "Why  did  you  do  that?"  And  he  accused 
me  of  stealing  something  from  his  loft.  I think  it  was  a pearl 
ring.  "There  was  nobody  there  butyou,"  says  he.  And  I says, 
"What  about  the  little  Japanese  girl?  She  was  on  the  settee 
asleep."  And  he  strikes  his  hand  to  his  forehead  and  says, 


"Oh  my  God,  I forgot  about  her!"  He  had  a murderous  soul. 
Jackie  Curtis  beat  him  up  once. 

B:  So,  when  did  you  write  the  book? 

M:  Well,  Steve  Watson,  who  was  a psychiatrist,  is  the 
writer.  He  said  he  wanted  to  write  a book  about  me.  I 
always  thought  it  was  a dumb  idea.  I said,  "I'm  out  of  the 
business  for  years.  It  won't  make  any  money."  But  the  more 
he  heard  about  me  the  more  he  wanted  to  write  this  book. 
It  was  the  first  book  he  ever  wrote.  I could  have  done  it 
much  better.  He  got  a lot  of  things  mixed  up  you  see. 

B:  Don't  you  like  the  book  the  way  it  is? 

M:  There's  a lot  of  things  that  are  poorly  stated,  a lot  of 
things  left  out  that  would  be  interesting,  a lot  of  fabulous 
pictures. 

B:  Is  it  generally  accurate? 

M:  Yes,  generally  accurate,  but  this  guy  (Steve  Watson) 
didn't  have  a good  command  of  the  English  language,  not 
that  I do,  but  this  guy  went  to  college!  He  didn't  have  the 
writer's  flair.  A fellow  wanted  to  re-do  my  book  and  I said, 
"Forget  it;  it's  already  done."  You  know  what  I mean? 

B:  It's  written  in  the  first  person,  so  it  sounds  like  you 
talking. 

M:  Yes,  that's  right.  He  did  what  he  wanted  to.  The  books 
were  made  on  a Xerox  machine.  It  was  a cheap  thing.  They 
say  a lot  were  sold  in  Europe,  but  we  never  got  paid  for  it. 
They  just  copied  them.  Anybody  could  do  it. 

B:  When  you  say  " a lot"  what  do  you  mean.  500? 

1,000? 

M:  Something  like  that.  500  anyway.  They  sold  most  of 
them  at  the  publication  party  at  Number  One  Sheridan 
Square  and  through  the  mail. 

B:  Tell  me  about  the  publication  party. 

M:  I asked  Charles  Ludlam,  "Do  you  think  Stephen 
Brecht  would  have  the  party  at  his  house?"  His  father  was 
Bertold  Brecht.  They  own  a whole  house  on  Washington 
Street.  Charles  said,  "Why  don't  you  have  it  at  the  theater?" 
Never  thought  to  ask.  We  sent  out  200  invitations.  A 
thousand  people  showed  up.  It  was  fabulous.  They  were 
putting  on  Camille  and  all  these  people  are  waiting  quietly 
in  the  lobby  for  Camille  to  finish  the  death  scene,  (laughs) 
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It  was  a wonderful  production.  Miss  Ludlam  and  Everett 
Quinton  were  marvelous. 


(D.  Brockmeyer)  & Black-Eyed  Susan  out  on  Staten  Island. 

I saw  Queen  Ethyl  at  least  once  at  Lincoln  Center.  One  of 
those  theaters.  She  did  Abe  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Lincoln. 
Marvelous.  But  the  piano  player  was  terrible.  I thinkthetea 
is  probably  ready. 

(Later  as  Minette  serves  us  tea  and  hospitality.)  I don't 
usually  have  tea  or  coffee.  I'm  on  a macrobiotic  diet  for 
many  years.  The  whole  Ridiculous  Theatrical  Company 
wenton  a macrobioticdietwhen  they  weredoing  Bluebeard 
(1 970).  Ludlam  got  them  on  it.  I saw  what  it  did  for  their 
work.  They  had  lessons.  I never  had  lessons.  I just  asked 
questions.  I stay  on  it  because  it  does  so  much  for  me.  They 
all  went  on  it,  but  they  all  slipped  off. 

B:  Yes.  So  how  did  you  meet  Charles  Ludlam? 

M:  Through  Mario  Montez.  Mario  Montez,  I met  (when) 
we  worked  in  a show  together  called  Mindblow  USA  in  '67. 
The  producer  was  The  Llawless  Sabrina  from  Philadelphia, 
the  queen  of  poor  trash.  She  was  not  flawless.  She  put  on  this 
show  at  Town  Hall  and  her  original  cast  walked  out  on  her. 
So  that's  how  I got  into  the  show.  I was  one  of  the  six  feature 
acts.  There  was  Robin  Rogers  and  Mai  Michles,  formerly 
Tempera,  and  the  whole  chorus  from  the  Jewel  Box  Revue. 
Mario  Montez  was  one  of  the  feature  acts  and  we  met.  They 
kept  bringing  us  to  rehearsals.  My  God!  What  did  I need  all 
those  rehearsals  for!1  I did  a couple  numbers,  that  was  it. 

Anyway,  we  were  doing  this  big  production  number  in 
one  of  the  Ava-Graph  films.  We  all  played  taxi-dancers.  You 
know  what  a taxi  dancer  is?  The  men  used  to  buy  dances  from 


B:  Sounds  like  Ludlam  and 
Ethyl  were  very  aware  of  female 
impersonation  history. 

M:  Well,  they  learned  a lot  of 
it  from  me! 

B:  Pudgy  Roberts  talks  about 
going  to  an  Ethyl  Eichelberger 
show  and  Ethyl  practically 
stopped  the  show  to  announce 
that  Pudgy  Roberts  had  arrived. 

M:  Yes,  well,  she  used  to  do  it 
with  me.  "Oh,  there's  Minette!" 
This  and  that  and  the  other  and 
start  talking  to  me.  She  was  mar- 
velous. She'd  just  work  it  in.  Oh, 
she  was  terrific.  I miss  her  very 
much.  She  lived  with  Big  John 
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these  girls  for  ten  cents  a dance.  And  that's  a taxi  dancer. 
Jackie  Curtis'  grandmother,  mother  and  Aunt  Josie  did  this 
work  years  before  Jackie  was  born,  back  in  the  1 930's.  You 
would  have  enjoyed  Jackie  Curtis.  She  put  on  some  good 
shows.  She  did  wonderful  impressions  of  people. 

So,  Mario  Montez  brought  the  Ridiculous  Theatrical 
Company  to  the  Ava-Gaph  Studio  to  be  in  this  number.  My 
dancing  partner  was  Lola  Pashal inski  in  a red  zoot  suit  and 
a pork  pie  hat.  Ludlam  was  in  drag  and  he  was  dancing  with 
this  guy  dressed  as  a sailor.  Ludlam  was  wearing  pearl  drop 
earrings  and  he  had  the  guy  try  to  bite  the  pearl  drop 


flv a - Graft's 

The  Last  0p  The.  LJort^inofons " 


B:  How  long  were  you  at  the 
Crazy  Horse? 

M : A few  months.  The  boss  was 
not  good  at  paying,  that's  why  I 
left.  I said,  "Who  needs  it?"  I could 
do  horizontal  entertainment  and  I 
didn't  have  to  take  a subway  to 
New  York.  In  those  days  the  sub- 
ways worked  well  at  night.  You 
didn't  have  to  worry  about  waiting 
and  waiting.  So  I quit.  The  ones  who  stayed  never  did  get 
their  money. 


B:  How  did  you  meet  filmmaker  Avery  Willard? 

M:  Avery  Willard.  I met  him  when  I was  a "stitch  bitch" 
at  the  dress  shop  on  Bleeker.  You  probably  heard  of 
Colleen  Duhurst?  She  was  in  an  off-off- Broadway  show 
called  The  Eagle  Has  Two  Heads  around  the  corner  on  7th 
Avenue  at  the  Actors'  Playhouse.  She  wore  this  gown,  circa 
1 867,  in  blue  vellum  and  my  boss  made  it.  So  I was  at  the 
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earrings  off.  He  was  so  inventive. 
We  worked  all  night  long  on  one 
number. 

B:  So  you  were  still  performing 
in  the  '60's? 

M:  I was  working  at  the  Crazy 
Horse.  That's  how  I met  Pudgy 
Roberts.  Very  interesting  person. 
Talented  and  she  draws  beauti- 
fully. I can  tell  you  a lot  of  marvel- 
ous stories.  Her  husband,  Johnny, 
would  be  standing  in  the  wings 
and  out  of  the  side  of  her  mouth 
she's  talking  to  Johnny  while  she 
performed.  The  audience  never 
saw.  (laughs)  And  she  trained 
Johnny  to  do  her  act.  That's  right, 
because  sometime  she'd  have  an- 
other booking  and  he  would  do 
her  act.  And  it  was  a fabulous  act. 
Funniest  comedy  strip  I've  ever 
seen  in  my  life.  She  wanted  to  be  a 
star  and  Johnny  said,  "I'll  make  a 
star  of  you."  And  he  did  a pretty 
good  job. 
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theater  and  I met  Avery's  wife  Tommy  (Davidson).  Avery 
had  taken  the  photos  of  the  stars  in  the  show.  Avery  was  an 
important  photographer.  He  photographed  Mae  West, 
Louis  Iordan,  Peggy  Lee,  Andy  Griffith,  Marlena  Deitrich, 
Anna  Magnani,  Lillian  and  Dorothy  Gish. 

B:  So  that's  why  he  started  making  the  films.  He  had 
experience  as  a photographer. 

M:  The  films  were  done  with  an  8mm  camera.  And  I met 
George  Schroeders  and  we  put  together  this  underground 
movie  in  1957  (Speakeasy  Queen).  Avery  shot  it.  Billy 
Richards,  did  you  ever  hear  of  Billy  Richards?  She's  been 
dead  for  years  now.  She'd  been  in  silent  films  and  really 
knew  how  to  move  her  face.  So  she  was  wonderful.  But  she 
used  to  drink  and  she'd  fall  under  the  bar.  (laughs  gently) 
And  she  made  beautiful  wardrobe.  Gorgeous.  I met  Billy 
Richards  in  Pittsburgh  in  1 953.  She  was  living  in  a rooming 
house.  It  was  all  queens  living  in  this  rooming  house.  She 
was  in  the  first  two  Ava-graph  films.  ( Speakeasy  Queen, 
1957,  and  Fashions  of  the  Twenties,  1958.) 

B:  Who  came  up  with  the  idea  of  making  the  films ? 

M:  Avery's  wife  invited  me  to  their  home,  Halloween 
'55.  "Come  in  drag,"  she  said.  "Come  in  drag."  And  I wore 
a black  beaded  dress  from  the  '20's.  And  Avery,  when  he 
saw  me,  oh,  did  I get  photographed.  We  did  a lot  of  stills. 

Avery  was  on  56th  Street,  three  flights  up  (28  West  56th 
Street).  It's  a block  that  has  a lot  of  photographers  there.  And 
all  of  a sudden  he  realized  that  I was  just  more  than  a stitch 
bitch.  In  the  meantime  he  met  George,  a player  piano.  So 
the  three  of  us  cooked  up  the  idea,  the  first  Ava-graph  film, 
Speakeasy  Queen.  It  was  mostly  made  at  George's  house 
on  1 2th  Street.  All  together  I was  in  about  ten  movies.  Not 
all  Ava-graph  films,  I did  other  movies,  too.  But,  the  Ava- 
graph  were  the  only  ones  I had  big  parts.  I did  Ava-graph 
films  from  '57  to  '67. 

B:  Why  did  A very  ask  Harvey  Lee  to  be  in  The  Last  of  the 
Worthingtons?  (1961)  Harvey  was  living  on  the  West 
Coast  in  San  Francisco. 

M:  Yea,  well,  she'd  come  back  from  Frisco.  How'd  she 
get  roped  into  that?  Oh,  she  was  so  impossible.  Oh,  god, 
she  couldn't  screw  on  her  earrings.  I had  to  do  it  for  her. 

B:  Was  she  too  drunk,  too  upset,  too  confused ? What ? 

M:  She  just  wanted  attention.  She'd  drive  you  nuts.  She 
was  such  an  ego  maniac.  She  was  a Leo.  She  said  she'd  sue 
Avery  if  she  wasn't  billed  over  me.  Now  she  played  the 


mother  and  I was  the  young  girl  from  the  country  who  was 
really  the  star  of  the  show.  So  Avery  gave  us  co-billing, 
(laughs)  Anyway,  after  that  I didn't  bother  much  with  her. 

B:  Where  were  the  films  shown ? 

M:  He  showed  them  at  his  home.  He  could  have  maybe 
about  35  people  for  a screening.  He  showed  them  in  bars, 
too.  With  only  8mm  he  couldn't  show  them  in  a regular 
theater.  The  projector  wouldn't  go  that  far  and  there  was 
worry  about  getting  raided. 

B:  For  just  showing  a drag  film? 

M:  Yes.  One  showing  at  the  Ava-graph  Studio,  a little 
studio  on  12th  Street  between  3rd  and  4th  Avenues  (109 
East  1 2th  Street)  did  get  raided  in  1 958. 1 was  in  jail  for  two 
days.  I was  there  in  drag  selling  the  tickets,  but  the  thing  was 
finally  thrown  out  of  court.  (At  that  time  being  in  drag  was 
illegal  in  New  York.) 

Minette  is  still  full  of  stories.  Her  rich  life  is  a treasury  of 
tales  and  talent.  No  wonder  she  inspired  Avery  Willard's 
films  and  a book  of  her  Reflections.  Next  year  we'll  be 
visiting  her  again  for  a field  trip  to  photographer  Avery 
Willard,  who's  living  in  a Veteran's  retirement  home  in  the 
Bronx.  And  though  the  drive  may  be  long,  Minette  will  fill 
the  time  with  charming,  theatrical  tales. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Liz  McGherity,  Dan  Nicoletta 
and  Matt  Wood  for  their  cooperation  in  arranging  this 
interview. 

Ms  Bob  is  a collector  of  gender  related  books,  maga- 
zines and  ephemera.  She  is  always  interested  in  comparing 
collections,  buying,  selling  or  trading.  Several  times  a year 
she  distributes  a list  of  items  she  has  available.  You  can 
contact  her  c/o  LadyLike  or  <msbob@tgforum.com>.  If 
there  is  any  subject  or  person  you'd  be  interested  in  seeing 
in  "Flash  Back,"  LadyLike' s history  column,  please  drop  us 
a note  and  we  will  try  to  oblige. 

Carol  Kleinmaier  is  a founding  member  of  Transgen- 
dered  Nation.  Foroveradecadeshe  has  been  an  activistt’or 
both  gender  and  AIDS  issues. 
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Resources 


U.S.  Support  Groups 

□ur  listings  are  the  most  up-to-date.  Please  keep  us  informed  of  any  changes  or  additions.  Thanks! 


National  US  Membership 
Organizations 

International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education,  PO  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254. 
Publishes  Transgender  Tapestry  ($40/year 
subscription).  Reprints  and  books  on  TV/TS 
subjects,  other  info.  Hosts  annual  conference  in 
different  locations  around  the  countiy.  Phone:  617- 
899-2212.  <ifge@ifge.org>  <www.ifge.org> 

Renaissance  Education  Association,  Inc., 

987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd„  Suite  719,  Wayne,  Pa. 
19087. 610-975-9119  24  hr.  answering  machine, 
but  phones  are  answered  personally  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  evenings.  Membership  fee  of  $40  includes 
a 24-page  monthly  publication  Transgender 
Community  News.  Also  publishes  Background 
Papers  and  Community  Outreach  Bulletins  on 
transgender  issues  for  personal  and  professional 
use.  Speakers  available  for  classroom,  corporate,  or 
media  discussions  of  transgender  issues. 
Renaissance  currently  has  four  chapters  and  seven 
affiliates.  Affiliates  are  noted  with  “(!)”  in  the  list 
below.  Renaissance  is  a 501  [c]  [3]  non-profit 
membership  organization.  <angela@ren.org> 
<http://www.ren.org> 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS),  Box  194, 
Tulare,  CA  93275.  Focused  on  families  and 
relationships.  Tri-Ess  publishes  the  Femme  Mirror 
quarterly  and  hosts  an  annual  convention.  Tri-Ess 
chapters  are  marked  with  “#”  in  the  list  below.  Tri- 
Ess  is  a non-profit  membership  organization. 
<jeftris@aol.com>  < http://www.firstnethou.com/ 
brenda> 

Alaska 

Alaska  T People,  c/o  Bobbie  Wendy  Tucey,  PO  Box 
670349,  Chugiak,  AK  99567 

Alabama 

Madison  County  Gender  Center,  c/o  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  3015  Sparkman  Drive  NW, 
Huntsville,  AL  35810 

Alpha-Zeta  (#),  P0  Box  1738,  Tempe,  AZ  85280- 
1738 

A Rose,  P0  Box  8108,  Glendale,  AZ  85280-8108 

Tau  Upsilonf#),  8802  E.  Broadway  Blvd.  #145, 
Tucson,  AZ  85710 

Evolere  Transgendered  Foundation,  1830  E. 
Broadway  Blvd.  #124-269,  Tucson,  AZ  85719 

California 

3rd  Sect,  c/o  Sacto.  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821-1456 

Access  Point,  P0  Box  7180,  Los  Osos,  CA  93402 

Alpha  Chapter!#),  PO  Box  3609 1,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
90036 


American  Transsexual  Education  Center,  1626  n. 
Wilcox  Ave.  #584,  Hollywood,  CA  90028 

Androgyny,  PO  Box  480740,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90048 
Bom  Free,  PO  Box  52829,  Riverside,  CA  92517 
CD  Social  Group,  PO  Box  224,  Montrose  CA  91021 
CHIC,  PO  Box  8487,  Long  Beach,  CA  90808 

Diablo  Valley  Girls,  PO  Box  272885,  Concord,  CA 
94527-2885 

FPSG,  #634  PO  Box  410-990,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94141-0990 

FOvl  International,  5337  College  Ave.,  #142, 
Oakland,  CA  94618 

Gender  Awareness  League,  c/o  Grace  Bredow,  PO 
Box  46062 , Los  Angeles,  CA  90046 

Gender  Expressions,  PO  Box  816,  Lakewood,  CA 
90714-0816 

Ladies  Knight  Out,  PO  Box  19608-179,  Irvine,  CA 
92713 

LYRIC  (Lavender  Youth  Recreation  and 
Information  Center),  127  Collingwood  St,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94117 

Minority'  AIDS  Project,  5149  W.  Jefferson  Blvd.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90016 

Neutral  Comer,  PO  Box  19008,  San  Diego,  CA  92159 
Omega  Chi,  PO  Box  1088,  Yorba  Linda,  CA  92686 

Pacific  Center  for  Human  Growth,  2712  Telegraph 
Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94705 

Powder  Puffs  of  California,  PO  Box  1088,  Yorba 
Linda,  CA  92886 

PSGV  Transgendered  Support,  401  South  Main  St., 
Suite  104 , Pomona,  CA  91765 

Rainbow  Gender  Association,  PO  Box  700730,  San 
Jose,  CA  95170-0730 

Sacramento  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box  215456, 
Sacramento,  CA  95821-1456 

San  Francisco  Gender  Information  (SFGI),  PO  Box 
423602,  San  Francisco,  CA  94142-3602 

Sigma  Sigma  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  19933,  So.  Lake 
Tahoe,  CA  96151 

TGSF,  PO  Box  426486,  San  Francisco,  CA  94142 

Thursday  Irregulars,  c/o  Joan  Sheldon,  PO  Box 
6541,  San  Jose,  CA  95150-6541 

Transsexual  Support  Group,  The  Center  Long 
Beach,  2017  East  4th  St.,  Long  Beach,  CA  90814 

Tri  Chi  (#),  PO  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275 
U.S.  G.I.R.L.S.  Club,  P.O.  Box  3182,  Cerritos,  CA 
90703-3182 

Colorado 

Delta  (#)  PO  Box  16208,  Denver,  CO  80216-6208 


Gender  Identity  Center  of  Colorado,  Inc.,  1455 
Ammons  St.,  Suite  100,  Lakewood,  CO  80215-4993 

Phoneix  Project,  1740  South  Buckley  Road,  #6-178, 
Aurora,  CO  80017 

Pueblo  TV/TS  Support  Group,  1 144  Clarmont, 
Pueblo,  CO  81004-2808 

Teenage  Kids  of  TSs,  c/o  Laurie  Ciccotello,  1740  S. 
Buckley  Road  #6-178,  Aurora,  CO  80017 

Connecticut 

Connecticut  Outreach  Society,  PO  Box  163, 
Farmington,  CT  06034 

connecticuTView,  PO  Box  2281,  Devon,  CT  06460 
GBSInc,  c/o  PO  Box  162,  Haddarn,  CT  06438 

Twenty  (XX)  Club  Inc.,  PO  Box  387,  Hartford,  CT 
06141-0387 

Washington  DC 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance,  PO  Box  50724, 
Washington,  D.C.  20091-0724 

Delaware 

Renaissance,  Delaware  Chapter,  PO  Box  5656, 
Wilmington  DE  19808 

Florida 

Animas,  PO  Box  420309,  MiamiFL  33242 

Eden  Society,  PO  Box  1692,  Pompano  Beach,  FL 
33061-1692 

Gamma  Chi  Beta  (#),  PO  Box  510045,  Punta 
Gorda,  FL  33951-0045 

Gender  Society  of  the  Palm  Beaches,  c/o  Compass, 
1700  N.  Dixie  Highway,  W.  Palm  Beach,  FL  33407 

Mu  Beta  Gamma  (#),  PO  Box  4126,  Hialeah,  FL 
33014 

North  Florida  Sisters  (NFS),  PO  Box  5765, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32247 

Phi  Epislon  Mu  (#),  PO  Box  3261,  Winter  Park  FL 
32790-3261 

Tau  Lambda  (#),  PO  Box  3426,  Tallahassee,  FL 
32315-3426 

TG  Support  Group,  c/o  Heidi  Lawrence,  PO  Box 
4940,  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33339 
The  Ladies  Club  of  Florida  (TLC),  P.O.  Box  372711, 
Satellite  Beach,  FL  32937 

Trans  Alliance  of  Gainesville,  PO  Box  143102, 
Gainesville,  FL  32614-3102 

Georgia 

Sigma  Epsilon  (#),  PO  Box  272,  Rosewell,  GA 
30077-0272 

AGE(!),  PO  Box  267,  Powder  Springs,  GA  30127 


Hawaii 

Hawaii  Transgender  Outreach,  PO  Box  4530, 
Honolulu,  HI  96812 

Iowa 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box  1925, 

Clinton,  IA  52733-1925 

Iowa  Artistry,  PO  Box  75,  Cedar  Rapids,  1A  52406 
QCAD  Group,  PO  Box  1534,  Davenport,  IA  52809 

River  City  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box  680,  Council 
Bluffs,  IA  51502-0680 

Idaho 

Idaho  Transgender  Society,  PO  Box  7353,  Boise,  ID 
83707-1353 

Illinois 

Chi  (#),  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL  60191-0040 

Chicago  Gender  Society,  PO  Box  578005,  Chicago, 
IL  60657 

Outpost  TransGender  Group,  123  W.  Church, 
Champaign,  IL  61825 

Sunday  Society,  PO  Box  478850,  Chicago,  IL  60647 

Transgender  Significant  Others,  123  West  Chruch 
Street,  Champaign,  IL  61825 

Indiana 

International  Gender  Support,  c/o  Linda  BB,  PO 
Box  425,  Carmel,  IN  46032, 

1XE,  PO  Box  20710,  Indianpolis  IN  46250 
Transgender  Outreach  of  N.  Indiana,  Ltd.,  PO  Box 
2372,  Portage,  IN  46368 

Kansas 

KCCAF  (Kansas  City  Crossdressers  & Friends),  PO 
Box  4092,  Overland  Park,  KS  66204 

Wichita  Transgender  Alliance,  PO  Box  3002, 
Wichita,  KS  67201-3002 

Kentucky 

BGB  (a.k.a.  BlueGrass  Belles),  PO  Box  20173, 
Louisville,  Ky  40250 

Louisana 

Gulf  Gender  Alliance(l),  PO  Box  56836,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70156-6836 

Massachusetts 

Sunshine  Club,  PO  Box  564,  Hadley,  MA  01035 
TG  Support,  36  Alpine  Rd,  Wayland,  MA  01778 

continued  on  next  page 
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Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  Inc.,  PO  Box  71, 
Waltham  MA  02454-0071 

Maryland 

The  Bridge  Club,  c/o  Michelle  Gerald,  PO  Box 
11737,  Baltimore,  MD  21206-0337 

Trans  Info  Project  (FtM),  PO  Box  1145,  Greenbelt, 
MD  20770 

Transgender  Support  Group  of  Baltimore,  c/o  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore,  241 W. 
Chase  St.,  Baltimore,  MD  21201 

Tri-State  Transgendered  Club,  c/o  Diane  Tenant, 

PO  Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD  21550-1002 

Maine 

Maine  Gender  Resource  & Support,  c/o  Jean 
Churchill,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor,  ME  04402-1894 

Transsupport,  PO  Box  17622,  Portland,  ME  04101 

Michigan 

Crossroads,  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068- 
1245 

Friends  North,  Inc.,  PO  Box  562,  Traverse  City,  MI 
49685-0562 

IME  of  Western  Michigan,  PO  Box  1153,  Grand 
Rapids,  MI  49501 

Minnesota 

Beta  Gamma  (#),  PO  Box  8591,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55408 

City  of  Lakes  Crossgender  Community,  PO  Box 
16265,  Minneapolis  MN  55416 

Gender  Education  Center,  PO  Box  1861,  Maple 
Grove,  MN  55311 

Minnesota  Freedom  of  Gender  Expression,  PO  Box 
17945,  St.  Paul,  MN  55117 

Missouri 

St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation,  PO  Box  9433,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63117 

TransSisters,  4004  Troost  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  MO 
64110 

Mississippi 

Beta  Chi  (#),  PO  Box  31253,  Jackson,  MS  39286- 
1253 

North  Carolina 

Carolina  Transensual  Alliance  (CTA),  4037  E 
Independence  Blvd,  Suite  111,  Charlotte,  NC  28205 

Kappa  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  12101,  Charlotte,  NC 
28220-2101 

Phoenix  Transgender  Support,  PO  Box  18332, 
Asheville,  NC  28814 

Sigma  Rho  Delta  (#),  PO  Box  61406,  Raleigh,  NC 
27661 

Tau  Gamma,  PO  Box  25282,  Raleigh,  NC  27611 


Triad  Gender  Association,  PO  Box  2264,  Jamestown, 
NC  27282-2264 

Nebraska 

River  City  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box  8076,  Omaha, 
NE  68108-0076 

New  Hampshire 

Gender  Talk  North,  P.0  Box  421 , Peterborough,  NH 
03458 

New  Jersey 

Chi  Delta  Mu  (#),  PO  Box  1,  River  Edge,  NJ  07661- 
0001 

Monmouth  Ocean  Transgender,  PO  Box  2972, 
Princeton,  N[  08543-2972 

NJ  Support,  PO  Box  0034,  Montville,  NJ  07045 

Sigma  Nu  Rho  (#),  1092  St.  Georges  Ave.,  Suite  234, 
Rahway,  NJ  07065-2664 

New  Mexico 

Phi  (Fiesta! )( #),  8200  Montgomery  NE,  #241, 
Albuquerque,  NM  87109 

Nevada 

Equinox,  8175  S Virginia,  Suite  850-256,  Reno,  NV 
89511-8981 

Transgender  Support  Las  Vegas,  Community 
Counseling  Center,  1 120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Las 
Vegas,  NV 

New  York 

Buffalo  Belles,  PO  Box  1701,  Amherst,  NY  14226 
CD'Network,  PO  Box  92055,  Rochester,  NY  14692 

CNY  TransMenace,  405  Howard  St,  #1,  Syracuse,  NY 
13203 

CrossDressers  International,  404  W 40th  St  #2,  New 
York,  NY  10018 

Expressing  Our  Nature,  Inc.,  c/o  Pride  Community 
Center,  PO  Box  6608, 745  N Salina  St.,  Syracuse,  NY 
13217-6608 

Gender  Identity  Project  at  the  Lesbian  & Gay 
Community  Services  Center,  One  Little  West  12th 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10014 

Lambda  Chi  Lambda  (#),  PO  Box  1010, 
Cooperstown,  NY  13326 

LIFE,  PO  Box  1311,  Watermill  NY  11976-1311 

Metropolitan  Gender  Network,  561  Hudson  St.,  Box 
45,  New  York,  NY  10014 

Rochester  Transgender  Organization,  c/o  Gay 
Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley;  179  Atlantic  Avenue, 
Rochester,  NY  14607 

TGIC,  PO  Box  13604,  Albany,  NY  12212-3604 

Transgender  Network,  PO  Box  1611  South  Road 
Annex,  Poughkeepsie,  NY  12601-0611 


Ohio 

Alpha  Omega  (#),  PO  Box  2053,  Sheffield  Lake,  OH 
44054-0053 

Crossport,  PO  Box  1692,  Cincinnati,  OH  45204 
Crystal  Club,  PO  Box  287,  Reynoldsburg,  OH  43068 

It's  Time  Ohio!,  PO  Box  21310,  Columbus  OH 
43221 

Paradise  Club,  PO  Box  29564,  Cleveland,  OH  44129 

TransFamily  of  Cleveland,  2121 S Green  Rd,  S 
Euclid,  OH  44121-3300 

Oklahoma 

Central  Oklahoma  Transgender  Alliance,  3334  W. 
Main  Ste.  203,  Norman,  OK  73072 

Sooner  Diversity,  PO  Box  575,  Norman,  OK  73070 

Oregon 

Transsexual/Peer  Support  and  Social  Group  (TPS), 
2400  NE  Broadway  (meeting  only),  Portland,  OR 

Intermountain  Transgender  Outreach,  1524 
Monroe  Ave.,  La  Grande,  OR  97850 

It’s  Time  Oregon!,  PO  Box  86488,  Portland,  OR 
97206 

North  West  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box  4928,  Portland, 
OR  97208 

PhoenLx  Rising  Foundation,  620  SW  5th  Avenue  Ste. 
710,  Portland,  OR  97204-1422 

Rho  Gamma  (#),  PO  Box  5551,  Grants  Pass,  OR 
97527 

Trans-Port,  P.O.  Box  66913,  Portland,  OR  97290- 
6913 

Pennsylvania 

Erie  Sisters,  1903  West  8th  St  #26l,  Erie,  PA  16505 

Renaissance!!) , Greater  Philadelphia,  987  Old 
Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  PA  19087 

Renaissance®,  Lower  Susquehanna  Valley,  PO  Box 
2122,  Harrisburg,  PA  17105-2122 

Transpitt,  PO  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15230 

TSG  (Transsexual  Support  Group),  6020  Penn 
Circle  South,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15206 

Tennessee 

Memphis  TransGender  Alliance,  PO  Box  11232, 
Memphis,  TN  38111-0232 

Tennessee  Vais,  PO  Box  92335,  Nashville,  TN  37209 

Texas 

Alpha  Tau  (#) , PO  Box  2753,  Cedar  Park,  TX 
78630-2753 

Austin  Second  Image,  PO  Box  679,  Leander,  TX 
78641 

Boulton  & Park  Society',  PO  Box  17,  Bulverde,  TX 
78163 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society,  2900  West 
Anderson  Lane,  Suite  127,  Austin,  TX  78757 


Central  Texas  Transgender  Society,  PO  Box  195, 
Spicewood,  TX  78669 

Epsilon  Tau  (#),  PO  Box  945,  New  Waverly,  TX 
77358 

Gulf  Coast  Transgender  Community,  PO  Box  90335, 
Houston,  TX  77090 

Helping  Cross  Dressers  Anonymous,  6804  E Hiway  6 
S #334,  Houston,  TX  77083 

ICTLEP,  PO  Drawer  35477,  Houston,  TX  77235- 
5477 

Metroplex  CD  Club,  PO  Box  141924,  Irving,  TX 
75014-1924 

Nu  Epsilon  Tau  (#),  PO  Box  14096,  Pantego,  TX 
76094 

ReCast  Education  & Information  Network,  PO  Box 
224001,  Dallas,  TX  75222-4001 

Spouses  & Partners  International  Conference  for 
Education  (SPICE),  Peggy  Rudd,  c/o  8880  Bellaire 
B2  #104,  Houston,  TX  77036 

Texas  Assoc,  of  Transsexuals  (TAT.S.),  PO  Box  142, 
Bellaire,  TX  77401 

West  Texas  Gender  Alliance,  c/o  Tami  Maloney, 

5350  Uano  St,  Abilene,  TX  79605 

Utah 

An  Engendered  Species,  PO  box  11897,  Salt  Lake 
City,  UT  84147 

Western  Transsexuals  Support  Network  4667 
Holladay  Blvd,  #2,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  841 17 

Virginia 

Chi  Epsilon  Sigma  (#)  c/o  PO  Box  382,  Norge,  VA 
2317-0382 

Ladies  First,  7138  Little  River  Turnpike,  Ste  1820, 
Annandale,  VA  22003 

Trans-Gender  Education  Association,  PO  Box 
16036,  Arlington,  VA  22215 

Vermont 

TRANS,  PO  Box  5687.  Burlington,  VT  05402 

Washington  (state) 

Bellingham  Gender  Group,  304  W.  Champion, 
Bellingham,  WA  98225 

Emerald  City',  PO  Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103 
Ingersoll  Gender  Center,  1812  E.  Madison,  Suite 
106,  Seattle,  WA  98122-2843 

Wisconsin 

Gemini  Gender  Group,  P.O.Box  44211,  Milwaukee 
WI 53214 

West  Virginia 

The  Valley  Girls.  P.O.Box  181.  Dunbar.  WV  25064- 
0181 

Trans-West  Virginia,  PO  Box  2322,  Huntington.  WY 
25724 


Canadian  5upport  Groups 


Alberta 

Phi  Sigma#,  PO  Box  81 1 1 5, 755  Lake  Bonavista  Dr 
SE,  Calgary,  T2J7C9. 

Illusions  Club  (peer  support  & info),  PO  Box  2000, 
Calgary,  T2C 1B4.  Phone:  +1  (403)  236-7072. 

Illusions  Club  II  (peer  support  & info),  Box  33002, 
Edmonton  T5P-4V8 

British  Columbia 

Dream  Girls,  P.O.  Box  535,  Kamloops,  V2C  5L7. 
Combury  Society,  PO  Box  3745,  Vancouver , V6B 


3Z1,  Phone:  604-415-2767. 

Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Trans-Gendered 
People's  Society  (FATE)  1-1727  William  Street, 
Vancouver,  V5L2R5.  Phone:  +1  (604)  254-9591. 

Zenith  Foundation,  8415  Granville  Street,  PO  Box 
46,  Vancouver,  V6P  4Z9. 

Manitoba 

Prairie  Rose  Gender  Club,  PO  Box  23  Gip  4 RR1, 
Dugald,  ROE  OKO.  Phone:  +1  (204)  257-2759. 

Ontario 

Gender  Metaphor,  829  Northwest  Road,  Suite  715, 


Kingston,  Ontario  K7P-2N3.  Contact  by  email  only 
at  this  time  genmet@adan.kingston.net. 

Gender  Mosaic,  PO  Box  7421,  Ottawa , K1L  8E4. 
Phone:  +1  (819)  770-1945  or  email 
to:gender_mosaic@canadamail.com. 

Transition  Support,  c/o  The  Church  Street 
Community  Centre,  519  Church  Street,  Toronto, 
M4Y2C9. 

Street  Outreach  Services,  SOS,  622  Yonge  St.,  2nd  Fl, 
Toronto,  M4Y 1Z8.  Phone:  +1  (416)  926-0744  (24 


hours). 

Xpressions,  P.O.  Box  223,  Station  A,  Toronto,  M5W 
1B2,  Voice  mail: +1  (416)  812-6879- 

Quebec 

Club  MET,  4113  Dorion  St.,  Montreal,  H2K  3B8. 
Phone:  +1  (514)  528-8874 

FACT  - Quebec,  PO  Box  293, 5858  Cote-de-Neiges 
Boulevard,  Montreal,  H3S  2S6. 

TransPORRS  (Post  Op  Recovery  Residence),  475 
Blvd  Gouin  Quest,  Montreal,  H3L 1K4. 


The  Covuviunitv  Calendar 


Jan.  '99 

15  -17,  The  2nd  Regional  Organizing  Confer- 
ence devoted  to  the  concerns  of  the  Latino/a  Les- 
bian, Gay,  Bisexual  &amp;TransgenderCommunity. 
Hostos  Community  College,  New  York  City.  For 
more  information,  call:  21 2 61 4-2949  or  email  us  at: 
pafuerapal@aol.com. 

16,  An  Evening  of  Casual  Elegance,  sponsored 
by  Dover  GLBT+Q  Support  Group,  Out  & About 
Lesbian  Social  and  Support  Group,  and  Seacoast 
Gay  Men  at  the  Connie  Bean  Center,  Daniel  St., 
Portsmouth, N H from  7-1 2 midnight  Tickets  are  $6 
in  advance  and  $8  at  the  door.  There  will  be  raffles 
and  door  prizes.  Music  provided  by  Abound  With 
Sounds  DJ's.  ALL  money  raised  goes  directly  to  N H 
Pride.  For  tickets  or  more  information,  contact  Rick 
Tate  of  Dover  GLBT+Q. 

21  -24,  First  Event,  hosted  by  the  Tiffany  Club  of 
New  England,  Inc.  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel  in 
Woburn,  Massachusetts.  Contact:  Telephone:  781  - 
891-9325,  (answered  live  Tuesdays  7-10  PM),  or  by 
e-mail  at  firstevent99@tcne.org. 

24,  Christian  Retreat  at  First  Event.  This  retreat  is 
being  coordinated  by  Ms.  Diane  Zahn  and  Ms. 
Jennifer  Jones  of  the  Tiffany  Club  of  New  England. 
Space  for  only  about  20  people  is  available.  Con- 
tact: Diane  Zahn,  damz@sprynet.com,  or  Jennifer 
Jones  jennyj@concentric.net. 

Feb.  '99 

26  - 28,  The  True  Spirit  Conference,  at  the  Best 
Western  Hotel,  Laurel,  Mel.  Info  from  Gary  Bowen. 


March  *99 

3 -16,  Dignity  Cruise  XL  On  the  Marco  Polo 
from  Sidney,  Australia  to  Cairns.  Contact  Cruises, 
Inc.:  Barbara  Arendt  at  800-621-6699  or  Mike  Sinn 
at  800-818-7830. 

5 - 7,  Constructing  Q-mmunities:  The  1999 
Southeastern  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  and  Transgen- 
der College  Conference  at  Duke  University.  Site: 
Terry  Sanford  Institute  of  Public  Policy,  Duke  Uni- 
versity. 

17-21,  IFGE  Annual  Convention,  Holiday  Inn 
Downtown,  Louisville,  KY.  For  info  call  Cioe  Enter- 
prises, PO  Box  61,  Easton,  PA  18044  or  call  610- 
759-2347  (evenings),  skristine@aol.com,  Fax 
610-759-0223. 

April  1999 

8 - 10,  Pride  and  Prejudice:  The  5th  Annual 
Symposium  on  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  and  Trans- 
gender Issues,  The  University  of  Rhode  Island.  In- 
quiries can  be  made  by  phone  at  (401)  874-21 01  or 
by  E-mail  at  silvadel@aol.com. 

22  - 25,  California  Dreamin1  1 999,  at  the  AirTel 
Plaza  Hotel  & Conference  Center,  Van  Nuys,  Calif. 
Sponsored  by  PPOC  and  co-hosted  by  Born  Free, 
Alpha  Chapter  &amp;  Neutral  Corner.  For  info 
email  to  dreamin96@aol.com  or  ppoc@aol.com. 

May  1999 

13  - 15,  TransAmerica  Transgender  Confer- 
ence, Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  Call  704-531  -9988 
for  info  <www.q-notes.com/transamerica.htm>. 


June  1999 

2 - 6,  17th  Annual  Be-All,  Radisson  Hotel  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Any  question  E-mail  Susie  Davis 
or  phone  her  at  330/923-3413. 

August  1999 

17-22,  Harry  Benjamin  Inti.  Gender  Dysphoria 
Association,  Inc.,  London,  England.  Contact:  Bean 
Robinson,  1 300  South  2nd  Sst.,  Ste.  1 80,  Minneapo- 
lis,  Mn  55454.  Phone:  612-625-1500  (Reception- 
ist), 61 2-624-8078  (Voice  Mail),  612-626-831 1 FAX, 
or  email  robin009@gold.tc.umn.edu. 

May  2000 

TBA,  Fourth  International  Congress  on  Sex  & 
Gender  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  sponsored  by  the  Re- 
naissance Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc.  More  details  to 
come. 

2001 

Fifth  International  Congress  on  Sex  & Gen- 
der in  Australia.  Details  to  be  announced. 

2002 

Sixth  International  Congress  on  Sex  & gen- 
der in  Exter,  England.  Detailsto beannounced. 


If  you  have  information  about  an 
event  that  you’d  like  us  to  post 
here  and  online,  please  write  to 
us  at  the  CDS  office  or  send  email 
to  us  at:  *— info@cdspub.com— ? 
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LadyLike 


A true  I 
salon  ’ 
setting 
with  an 
experienced 
t female 
^ staff  4 


Boutique , Wig  Shoppe  & Transformation  Salon 


The  Dressing  Room 


(Venice  Square  Plaza) 

42371  Garfield  Rd 
Clinton  Twp,  MI  48038 
810-286-0412  • fax  810-286-6626 
Email:  dressroom@aol.com 
www.redlightnet.com/idressu/ 


A complete  shopping  experience  for  the 
discriminating  crossdresser.  Corsets,  Maid’s 
Uniforms,  Lingerie,  Shoes  in  larger  sizes, 
Fetish  Wear,  Breast  Forms,  Fashions  for 
the  Stage,  the  Street  or  Boudoir.  Let 
Mistress  transfrom  you  into  the 
woman  you  always  wished 
you  could  be! 

Open:  12-9  pm,  Mon.-Fri. 

12-5  pm  Sat. 

Join  us  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  each 
month  for  a parry  in 
our  exclusive  private 
club. 


i goddess  <&  Beyond. 

Transformed  and  transfixed!  That’s  what  you  will  be  after  visiting  with 

Ms.  Lynda  at  CDtips.  We  offer  m-house  transformations,  personalized 

shopping,  wardrobe  selection  and  consultation,  feminine 

comportment  instruction,  glamour  makeup  application, 

manicures,  pedicures,  full  epilation,  and  more. 

Ms.  Lynda  is  the  premiere  makeover  artist  in  the 

greater  Philadelphia  area  and  worked  with  JoAnn 

Roberts  at  her  Paradise  In  The  Poconos  weekend. 

Call  or  email  now  for  rates  and  information: 

CDtips@aol.com  or  215-878-3383 
Visit  me  on  the  web  at  www.CD-tips.com 


Brenda  Lawrence 
CaliF.  (the  other 
Brenda). 


Elaine,  Ind.,  FrWD2787 


Linda  Lewis,  c/o  12457 
Ventura  Blvd,  Suite  103, 
Studio  City,  CA  91604 


▲ Laurie  Ann,  our 
video  reviewer. 


LadyLike 


Hair  Removal 


loydievs 


(818)  995-7195 

Serving  the  Transgender 
Community  Since  1981 


Carol 

Gendler 

Licensed  Electrologist 
Laser  Technician/Afmiated 

Supports 

The  Ladies  of  LadyLike 
offering  Special  Rates 

818-766-8886 

11008  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  B 
Toluca  Lake,  California  91602 
(For  Southern  California  Clientele) 


T.V.  FASHIONS,  INC. 

From  Head  to  Toe...  Where  Your 

Feminine  Experience  Begins! 


•Wigs  & Styling  • Leading  Brands  of  Breast  Forms 
• Lingerie  • Cosmetics  • Makeovers  • Manicures  • Jewelry 
• Corsets  • Custom  Boots  • Shoes  • Books  • Clothing 

Send  for  Our  Catalogue  - Only  S10 

A 13837  VENTURA  BLVD.,  SUITE  2 
SHERMAN  OAKS,  CA  91423 
/ ^ \ Mon-Wed  1 2-7  • Thurs-Sat  11-8 

Tri-Ess  Member  MasterCard  and  VISA  Welcome 


year  featuring  Hollywood, -California’s  Hottest  TVs! 

http:  / / www.tgfmall.com /calgirl  / 


Calendars  are  $19.95  each.  Include  $3.50  handling/ shipping  for  each  calendar  ordered. 

CA-res  add  8.25%  sales  tax.  All  orders  will  be  shipped  in  a plain  white  envelope. 

Check,  Money  Orders  or  Credit  Cards  accepted.  Order  online  or  send  your  order  to: 

Calendar  Girl  • P.0.  Box  4915  • North  Hollywood,  CA-9 1617-1915 
Phone  818-752-PNUP  (752-7687)  • Fax  818-755-7942 

Connect  with  the  Calendar  Girls!!  Call... 

1-888-305-4263  Accept  M/C  Visa  Amex  or  1-900-435-7747  $2.99  p/m  billed  to  your  phone,  18+  tt  CalGrl/LA/C 


I_ai  «J  u ■_  i k.  es 


A Andrea,  SE  Mich 
FWD3177 


A Angie  Lynn,  1001  N 8th  St. 
Sapulpa  OK  74066 


A Bee  Hicks,  PO  Box  750 
Goldens  Bridge,  NY  10526 


▼ Jane,  PO  Box  17665 
Richmond  VA  23226 


A Jocelyn,  NH 
FWD3392 


Michelle,  PO  Box  614. 
Newark  CA  94560 


▼ Ruth,  Vt,  FWD10O5 


Kristine  Jones,  PO  Box  8070 
Cincinnati  OH  45208  T 


T Angela,  Mich.,  FWD3348 


T Wendy,  NY  FWD3374 


Photos  by  Denise  Mason  unless  noted  otherwise 


A Morgan  Stevens,  N J. 


▲ Caressa  Michaels, 

1999  Princess  oF  the  Poconos! 

(Frann  Morgan  photo) 


▲ Joanne  L.,  Balto.,  Md. 


▼ Rebecca  Finn,  Phila.,  Pa 


▼ Amanda  Richards,  SE  Pa, 


A Kelly  Sheridan,  N.J, 


▲ Denise  Mason,  Conn. 

(Mother  oF  the  Bride  in  the 
“Wedding  Reception  From  Hell”) 


The  1999  Princess  and  her  Court,  ► 
Caressa  (seated,  Princess),  back  row, 

I.  to  r.:  Tambor  Haven  (Miss  Congeniality), 
Michelle  Lee  (Miss  Sophistication), 
Kerstin  From  Germany  (Miss  Ingenue). 


JoAnn  Roberts  as  Mother  oF  the 
Groom  at  the  “Wedding” 
reception.  That’s  the  Father  oF 
the  Groom,  Mario.  He’s  not 
Feeling  well.  He's  stuFFed  up.  T 


Amanda  Richards  ^ 
Big  Hair  contest. 


Lady  Like 


On  IVIy  Mind... 


So,  I was  wrong! 

And,  for  once,  I don't 
mind  being  wrong.  I was 
wrong  about  was  the  Inter- 
national Foundation  for 
Gender  Education  (IFGE) 
convention.  It  was  "res- 
cued" at  the  last  minute  by 
two  IFGE  board  members, 
Alison  Laing  & S.  Kristine 
James  who  agreed  to  orga- 
nize and  produce  the  event  in  return  for  a piece  of  the 
profits,  if  there  are  any.  They  take  the  entire  risk  and 
IFGE  gets  a chunk  if  the  event  makes  money.  How  could 
you  not  support  a deal  like  that?  Believe  it  or  not,  some 
of  the  IFGE  BoD  members  didn't.  James  and  Laing  are 
hardly  getting  any  support  from  IFGE  for  the  event. 

I also  opined  in  my  last  column  that  I was  afraid  the 
Republicans  and  the  Religious  Right  might  take  over  the 
Congress.  I didn't  give  the  general  public  enough  credit 
to  realize  what  was  going  on  in  terms  of  the  Republican 
partisan  agenda  to  impeach  the  President.  The  citizenry 
spoke  loudly  and  clearly.  The  Republicans  lost  seats  in 
both  the  House  and  Senate. 

Did  the  House  GOP  members  listen  to  the  people? 

No  way.  And,  as  we  now  all  know,  we  have  the  second 
President  in  our  history  to  be  impeached. 

The  real  bitch  is  that  few  pundits  expect  the  Senate 
trial  to  actually  result  in  the  removal  of  Mr.  Clinton.  All 
this  time,  money,  and  energy  wasted  on  a political  ven- 
detta. Sheesh!  To  add  insult  to  injury,  not  two  days  after 
voting  to  impeach,  five  Republican  congressmen  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Senate  saying  in  effect,  "Hey,  don't  im- 
peach, censure."  Most  analysts  think  these  five  got  the 
message  from  their  constituents  a little  too  late. 

The  Republicans  have  said  the  voters  won't  remem- 
ber what  they  did  come  the  elections  in  2000.  I think 
they're  wrong  and  seriously  underestimate  the  will  of  the 
American  people.  Some  of  us  have  very  long  memories, 
especially  when  you  try  to  dump  a prez  we  elected. 

I've  watched  just  about  all  of  the  impeachment  hear- 
ings (I'm  a CSPAN  junkie).  And  while  I'm  not  at  all 
happy  at  the  way  the  hearings  went,  I am  proud  that  our 
country's  organizing  document,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  gave  us  this  form  of  deliberative  govern- 
ment. I heard  each  representative  speak  his  or  her  mind 


and  I know  where  each  one  stands  on  impeachment. 

(Okay,  I'm  gettin'  up  on  my  soapbox  agin.)  So,  I'm 
watching  the  hearings  and  I find  myself  starting  to  get 
really  angry...  not  at  the  hearings  but  at  the  way  GPAC 
was  "stolen"  from  us,  if  you  will  allow  me  that  meta- 
phor. A little  over  two  years  ago,  about  40  people  repre- 
senting a dozen  or  so  organizations  got  together  in 
suburban  Philadelphia  at  the  urging  of  myself  and  sev- 
eral other  people  to  create  a political  lobbying  organ  for 
the  transgender  community.  We  called  it  the  Gender 
Political  Action  Coalition  or  GPAC.  That  was  on  No- 
vember 2,  1 996.  By  December  23,  1 996,  GPAC  Execu- 
tive Director,  Riki  Wilchins,  executed  an  "end-run" 
around  the  duly  elected  board  and  its  officers  and,  with 
the  aid  of  two  board  members  created  a "kitchen  cabi- 
net" advisory  committee  that  did  not  report  to  the  board 
but  to  her.  All  of  this  over  the  name  of  an  electronic 
newsletter,  In  Your  Face.  The  GPAC  board  felt  the  name 
was  too  aggressive  and  wanted  it  changed.  Ms.  Wilchins 
agreed  at  the  November  2nd  meeting  to  change  the 
name.  After  that  meeting  she  denied  saying  any  such 
thing  and  called  for  a vote  of  confidence. 

But  the  board  never  got  to  take  that  vote.  The  board 
never  got  to  make  deliberations,  discuss  the  issue  or 
have  a debate  on  the  merits.  That  choice  was  stolen 
from  them  by  a smoke-filled  backroom  move  and  a 
well-placed  stab  in  the  back. 

Afterward,  Ms.  Wilchins  took  GPAC  and  went  to 
Washington  parading  the  list  of  organizational  board 
members  as  if  they  still  supported  her. 

I do  not  deny  that  GPAC  people  have  done  some 
great  things.  Dana  Priesing  has  done  a fabulous  job  get- 
ting the  tg  message  to  Congress  and  Ms.  Wilchins  got 
some  exposure  in  Time  magazine.  I have  a serious  prob- 
lem, however,  with  the  way  these  were  accomplished. 

Were  these  worth  the  price  paid  in  democratic  prin- 
ciple? Were  these  worth  losing  wide-spread  support  in 
the  community?  At  this  point  only  one  organization 
seems  to  support  GPAC  at  all. 

We  deeply  need  a community-based  political  organ. 
I'm  still  interested  in  working  for  our  political  rights.  If 
you  are  too,  please  contact  me  care  of  this  magazine 
and  maybe  together  we  can  get  the  ball  rolling  again. 

May  1999  bring  us  all  prosperity  and  peace. 

Ja/\nn 
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